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THE

SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
AND NATIONAL SHRINE 

AT THE WORLD TRADE CENTER

Atlanta Leads the Way!
Here’s an example of authentic grass roots 

fundraising. Congratulations Metropolitan 
Alexios and the Atlanta Community. Axios to 
all!

On February 28, 2016, the Annunciation 
Cathedral and Philoptochos (Ypapanti) chap-
ter in Atlanta, Georgia, jointly hosted the “On 
Sacred Ground” Luncheon and Auction as a 
fundraiser for the rebuilding of the St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine 
at the World Trade Center. 

Working closely with parish priests, Fa-
ther Paul Kaplanis, Cathedral Dean, and Fa-
ther Christos Mars, Presbyter, a small, but very 
strong, committee, chaired by Valine Georgeson 
and Stacie Nefos took on supporting the re-
building of the only House of the Lord de-
stroyed on 9/11. From their first meeting in Oc-
tober 2015, they were focused on making this 
luncheon not only successful, but a unique and 
memorable event. 

They invited New York actor Anthoula Kat-
simatides to be their guest speaker. Her beloved 
brother, John, lost his life on September 11, 
2001 at the World Trade Center, and she serves 
as a board on the National September 11 Me-
morial and Museum. 

Fast forward to February 28th; the lun-
cheon was attended by over 360 parishioners. 
The meal was delicious and generously under-

written, the tables beautifully decorated with 
thoughtful gifts for each guest. 

His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of At-
lanta thanked everyone for their participation. 
He observed that he had been Anthoula’s parish 
priest when he was in Astoria and was very de-
lighted to see her after all so many years.

The guests watched the Santiago Calatrava 
video, which many had never seen, and it made 
visible the radiant beauty that will shine from 
the St Nicholas Church.

Anthoula’s speech was beautiful. With love, 
warmth, tears and humor, she shared her story 
with us. The packed ballroom was utterly silent 
as she spoke. It was both poignant and powerful 
as she captured the hearts of all.

The luncheon continued with a wonder-
fully entertaining and successful live auction! 
Two parishioners, a father/son team, are auc-
tioneers and their energy inspired great bids on 
the fabulous array of items that were offered. All 

were smiling whether they 
bought something or not.

The day ended on a joyful 
note. The parishioners were en-
lightened and inspired by this rebuild-
ing and eager to visit St Nicholas Church once it 
is completed. All left feeling that their luncheon 
participation helped play a small role in the St. 
Nicholas story.

Because of numerous and incredibly gener-
ous individual and organizational donors, lun-
cheon attendees and the successful auction, this 
single luncheon netted over $155,000 for the St. 
Nicholas rebuilding.

Special thanks are extended to the OSG 
committee members, Janet Algers, Elaine Car-
los, Helen A. Carlos, Voula Giannakopoulos, 
Vickie Klemis, Suzy Lamas and Joanna Snider 
for their tireless efforts and unabated support.

This is grassroots fundraising at its very best! 
What if every community gave this kind of effort…?

Dear and Beloved Friends of the  
Saint Nicholas National Shrine,
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A Thought about the Shrine….

Pausanius (Παυσανίας; c. AD 110 – c. 
180), a Greek traveler and geographer of 
the 2nd century AD, saw the Parthenon 
in all its glory. What we see today is a re-
sult of its bombing (by Venetians) during 
the Ottoman occupation (Turkokratia). 
The Saint Nicholas National Shrine, our 
American Parthenon, will be constructed 
using the same Pentelic marble, and will 
have, as did the Propylaea, “a roof of white 
marble.”

The Church will indeed have one main 
entrance, but there will be multiple points 
of entry to the elevated park whose nat-
ural beauty it will dominate. In fact, it is 
the very accessibility of the Saint Nicholas 
National Shrine that makes it so import-
ant. Surrounded by a wall of powerful 
prayer rather than a “strong wall,” it will 
be for all people a House of Prayer, even 
as the Prophet Isaiah prophesied:

“For My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all nations.” (56:7)

This is the mission of Saint Nicholas 
National Shrine. May we all be united in 
attaining this lofty goal.

Faithfully,

Father Alexander Karloutsos

ἐς δὲ τὴν ἀκρόπολίν ἐστιν 
ἔσοδος μία: ἑτέραν δὲ οὐ 
παρέχεται, πᾶσα ἀπότομος 
οὖσα καὶ τεῖχος ἔχουσα 
ἐχυρόν. τὰ δὲ προπύλαια 
λίθου λευκοῦ τὴν ὀροφὴν 
ἔχει καὶ κόσμῳ καὶ μεγέθει 
τῶν λίθων μέχρι γε καὶ 
ἐμοῦ προεῖχε.

There is but one entry 
to the Acropolis. It affords 
no other, being precipitous 
throughout and having a 
strong wall. The gateway 
(Propylaea) has a roof of 
white marble, and down 
to the present day it is 
unrivalled for the beauty 
and size of its stones.

Pausanius, Description of Greece (1.22.4)


