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Archangel Michael Honoree SundayArchangel Michael Honoree Sunday
November 7, 2021November 7, 2021

(immediately following Divine Liturgy)(immediately following Divine Liturgy)

ProgramProgram
WELCOME

(from Parish CounCil President, PhiloPtoChos ChaPter President, & Priest)

MESSAGE FROM HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN ALEXIOS
(Priest reads letter Provided.)

PRAYER SERVICE FOR THE BESTOWING OF THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL AWARD
(Priest and Chantor(s) use handout Provided.)

INTRODUCTION OF HONOREE(S) FOR 2020, FOLLOWED BY PRESENTATION OF 
CERTIFICATE(S) & MEDAL(S)

(for eaCh honoree, the Priest bestows their medal uPon their neCk, gives them their 
CertifiCate, and offers Congratulations

on behalf of the metroPolitan. assign PhotograPher to take Photo of eaCh honoree to send 
to metroPolis offiCe.)

INTRODUCTION OF HONOREE(S) FOR 2021, FOLLOWED BY PRESENTATION OF 
CERTIFICATE(S) & MEDAL(S)

BENEDICTION, FOLLOWED BY PARISH RECEPTION FOR HONOREES

VIEW COMMEMORATIVE ALBUM AT WWW.ATLMETROPOLIS.ORG
(available on friday, november 5, 2021)
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The Archangel Michael Feast and Honors has been 

prayerfully conceived as the annual double feast of the Metropolis family. 

Since 1998, the Metropolis family comes together in Atlanta on the 

weekend of, prior to, or following the November 8th feast of the Archangels 

Michael and Gabriel, to honor and celebrate our patron saint and the lives 

of one adult and one youth from each parish who are living examples of 

the Orthodox Christian life and journey to Theosis. By extension, however, 

this special Metropolis feast is also the annual Metropolis celebration and 

thanksgiving for all devout stewards of faith, time, and talent, “who first give 

themselves to the Lord by the will of God.” 2 Corinthians 8:5



The Ecumenical Patriarchate

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta

We Dedicate
The 2020-2021 Archangel Michael

Commemorative Book
To

Our faithful co-workers in our Lord’s Vineyard, who selflessly 
and generously offer their time, talent, energy, skills and resources 

to the Glory of God and in His Holy Name, to transform our 
hopes and dreams for The Holy Metropolis of Atlanta into 

glorious reality.

F

“And now, our God, we give thanks to You and praise 

Your Glorious Name. But who am I, and what is my 

people, that we should be able to make this freewill 

offering? For all things come from You, and of Your own 

have we given You.”

 (1 Chr. 29:13-14)



November 7, 2021

Reverend Clergy, 2020 & 2021 Archangel Michael Honorees & their families and the Faithful of the 
Holy and God-protected Metropolis of Atlanta:

My Beloved Ones, 

“And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, 
and bring forth fruit with patience.” 
(Luke 8:15)

This message comes to you full of love and joy in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Today, it is 
a blessing to celebrate our faithful 2020 & 2021 Archangel Michael Honorees in a way that is both fitting and 
considers the safety of all. As the Hierarch and Shepherd of our Metropolis, I would like to express my sincere 
appreciation to my coworkers, including the Chancellor, who prayerfully considered ways to recognize two years’ 
worth of honorees, and then worked very hard to make this Archangel Michael Honoree Sunday a reality.

Today, all our Metropolis parishes pray a special prayer service for the health and wellbeing of these dedicated 
“Michaels”, who live out our Lord’s call to be the good soil for His Word. Though it is an unfortunate reality that the 
present pandemic prevents us from expressing our thanks as one Metropolis family, there is something beautiful 
about offering this prayer service and our fellowship gatherings, as individual parish communities. On this Sunday, 
the day before the Feast of our Metropolis Patron, St. Michael the Archangel, our prayers as communities shall 
demonstrate that we are indeed the branches of the True Vine, especially as we offer back to God those first 
fruits humbly nurtured by our “Michaels”. (John 15:5) Though I am unable to express my gratitude in person to so 
many of these worthy individuals, I add my voice to the many that are uplifted for the zeal and enthusiasm you 

demonstrate each and every day for the betterment of our Church.

Our Lord understood that the sign of a faithful Disciple was through action, as He said, “My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit….” (John 15:8) I am very proud to have 
each and every one of you as a member of the Metropolis of Atlanta family, and I pray that 
the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of God the Father and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. I remain,

With paternal blessings and  
much love in Christ, 

+ALEXIOS 
Metropolitan of Atlanta 



The Legend of the Flying-Blessing Icon of 

The Archangel Michael
The Flying-blessing icon design of the Archangel Michael, skillfully and prayerfully 

written by the world renowned master iconographer George Filippakis, the 

Cretan, of New York depicts the Archangel Michael in a descending-flying form 

bringing the blessings “The Lord bless you and keep you” from the Book of 

Numbers 6:24 upon the faithful flock of the Holy Metropolis of Atlanta.

This exquisite icon, the only one in the world thus written, was originally 

executed in pencil line drawing and given by the artist to the Metropolis of 

Atlanta in November of 1998 to serve as the official logo of the inaugural 

Archangel Michael Feast and Honors.  Having learned of and deeply moved 

by the unparalleled grace and success this unique Metropolitan double feast 

has enjoyed, the devout artist wrote the Flying Archangel Michael, that has 

become the loving symbol of the Feast, in full color and gave this exquisite icon 

as the PATRON ICON OF THE DOUBLE FEAST to be prayerfully venerated 

by untold generations of Faithful, who would journey and pilgrimage to their 

Metropolitan Spiritual Home for the greatly anticipated double feast of genuine 

grace and spiritual dignity.  The icon is permanently housed in the Metropolis 

Boardroom and taken to the Honors Banquet Hall and the Annunciation 

Cathedral to be venerated by all Faithful during the Honors festivities.
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Holy Trinity  •  Clearwater, FL

they have a great passion for our 
youth, our community, and our 
Orthodox Christian Faith.

Rev. Fr. James T. Paris

FAMILY
Spouse: 
George Mantzaris 

Son: 
Frank Mantzaris 

Son and Daughter-in-law: 
Manoli and Maria Mantzaris 

Daughter and Son-in-law: 
Dimitra and Sean Schuler 

Grandson: 
Leo Mantzaris 

Granddaughter: 
Ellie Schuler 

Father: 
Emanuel Kotakis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Our youth are the future!  
Working with all our youth 
was, and is my ultimate focus.  
Teaching them to always help 
those in need.

ELEFTERIA
MANTZARIS

Elefteria, affectionately known 
as “Leftie,” has been a stalwart 
Greek Orthodox Christian since 
childhood. She grew up around 
the Church and spiritually grew 
through every ministry, school, 
cultural activity, and our Divine 
Services. With those spiritual 
seeds planted and cultivated 
through childhood, adolescence, 
and young adulthood, Leftie took 
leadership positions throughout 
the Church at the local parish 
level, constantly volunteering and 
giving of her time, talent, and 
treasure, selflessly for going on 
three generations now. 
 She especially gave 
gladly and zealously toward our 
youth ministries, for the youth 
were always near and dear to 
her heart. Moreover, she has 
supported her husband, George, 
in his ministry to the parish for 
over 30 years. Most of all, they 
raised their three children as 
devout Orthodox Christians 
who are still involved and active 
participants and stewards in their 
parishes. Together, as a family, 

FAMILY
Parents: 
Fotini and Thomas Koufogazos

Sister: 
Vanessa Koufogazos

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My faith guides me towards an 
everlasting vision of humility 
and self-discipline. Through 
God’s strength, I am honored 
and empowered to serve those 
through love.

NIA
KOUFOGAZOS

Fevronia (“Nia”) is one of our 
best, brightest, shining jewels 
in our beloved community. 
She grew up a faithful Greek 
Orthodox Christian and was 
very active in all our youth 
ministries, Greek School, Greek 
Dance, and activities. Nia is a 
very good student, and she will 
be graduating college early due 
to her diligence and discipline. 
She was the President of our 
GOYA, a Greek School and 
Sunday School graduate, and 
after graduation, she volunteered 
to help our Greek School. She is 
also a volunteer for our Special 
Needs ministry with her mother, 
Tina, who is also our devoted 
Greek School Director. Lastly, Nia 
is actively involved in our Maids 
of Athena. In short, as a fine, 
outstanding young adult, Nia 
exemplifies a Greek Orthodox 
Christian life through her 
dedication, service, sacrifice, and 
generosity.

Rev. Fr. James T. Paris

 

2020
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Holy Trinity  •  Clearwater, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Chrisoula

Sons: 
Alexander and John

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My parents instilled in me to love 
God by service to the Church: 
starting as an Altar boy, later 
helping with different ministries, 
and presently serve on the Parish 
Council at Holy Trinity. 

PETER 
POULOS

Peter is always present, first 
and foremost, in worship 
and ministry. He cheerfully 
volunteers and gives whenever 
he sees a need. During the 
Covid Pandemic, he checked 
everyone’s temperatures and 
ensured throughout services 
that the 6 foot separation was 
kept. Peter has served in many 
leadership capacities on Parish 
Council, Committees, and 
participates in every parish event 
he can attend.

Rev. Fr. James T. Paris

 

THEODORA 
BOUSDOUKOS

Theodora is omnipresent at 
worship service, very involved 
with Philoptochos, Church 
School, Greek School, outreach 
ministries, baking, fund-raising, 
the Altar Boys (through her 
son Panagioti) and employs her 
boundless energy and creativity 
in every Church event endeavour 
with joy and generosity.

Rev. Fr. James T. Paris

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Andreas Bousdoukos 

Son: 
Panagioti Bousdoukos 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Being the prime example to my 
son of what it is to give to God 
from the heart for his many 
blessings. 

 

2021
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St. Michael the Archangel  •  Lecanto, FL

Son: 
Millard Quad 

Granddaugters: 
Sarah Wilkinson, Kaitline Keister 
and Rachel Osborne 

Grandsons: 
Jacob Faircloth, Matthew Keister, 
Garrett Keister and Louis Quad 

Great Grandson: 
Cotton Kevin Osborne 

Sisters: 
Phyllis Gargiulo and Elaine 
Viapiano 
Mae and James Hazapis 
Memory Etneral

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I am extremely honored to be 
chosen for this award.  Archangel 
Michael has been my second 
family for 20 years.  Wonderful 
family and beautiful church.

KATHERINE (TINA) 
QUAD

Tina has served the Archangel 
Michael Parish for many years 
as treasurer of Philoptochos, 
member of the Church Choir 
and committed volunteer at our 
semi-annual Parish Festivals. 
Always offering her services 
whether through setting up/
cleaning up for Coffee Hour 
each Sunday or being actively 
involved in all aspects of 
fund-raising events, Tina has 
dedicated her time and talents 
to the various ministries of 
Archangel Michael throughout 
the years. She sets an example of 
deep faith and dedicated service 
to our Lord and His Church.

Rev. Fr. Michael Petrides

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Louis Quad 

Daughters: 
Christina Faircloth and Kari 
Keister 

 

appreciated by the parishioners 
and he is loved and admired by 
all.

Rev. Fr. Michael Petrides

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Johanna Lazaros 

Son: 
Yiannis Manoukas 

Daughter: 
Anastasia Manoukas

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
May he always watch upon us.

DAMIANOS 
MANOUKAS

Damianos’ unyielding Orthodox 
faith is exemplified, inside the 
sacred walls of Archangel 
Michael’s, through the light 
that comes from within each 
iconography rendering created 
by his hands. His faith is further 
embodied by his equally 
dedicated wife Johanna and 
transmitted to their children: our 
littlest altar boy Yianni, four years 
old and Anastasia, two years old 
standing in line every Sunday 
anxiously awaiting her turn to 
receive communion. Damianos 
studied on the Holy Mountain 
of Athos where he learned the 
sacred talent of hagiographia. 
Thought of as “το καμάρι της 
εκκλησίας μας,” he and his family 
offer pride and hope to the entire 
parish through their witness as 
faithful and loving devotees of 
prayer and stewardship. In giving 
of his time and talent to his 
church, Damianos is dedicated 
and hardworking, remaining 
fully committed to every task 
he volunteers to undertake. 
His deeds are well-known and 

2020
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St. Michael the Archangel  •  Lecanto, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Evangelia Kikareas  

Children: 
Leonidas and Styliani  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
His Love and Care for each one 
of us and all the World! His Grace 
and Eternal Life He gives to His 
people.

SUBDEACON 
PANAGIOTIS 
KIKAREAS

Admiral Panagiotis Kikareas 
(ret) has devoted his retired 
life to servitude. Since his 
arrival from Greece as a retired 
Admiral, he joined the Archangel 
Michael Parish and has served 
in numerous roles throughout 
the year, including member of 
the Parish Council and chair 
of various ministries. Most 
importantly however he has 
undertaken the responsibility of 
ensuring everything needed for 
services are available, including: 
prosforo, wine, candles, incense, 
appropriate feast day decorated 
icons, chanter books and 
chanting duties. He was ordained 
to the sub-deaconate and 
continued to serve, often being 
amongst the first to visit those in 
need.

Rev. Fr. Michael Petrides

FAMILY
Father: 
John N Moskes

Mother: 
Josephine B Moskes 

Brother: 
Nicholas J Moskes and 
Constantine J Moskes

Sister: 
Alexandra Y Moskes 

Grandfather: 
Nick J Moskes

Grandmother: 
Angela F Moskes

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My devotion to live a Godly life 
drives me to spiritually better 
myself and His Church, guiding 
me through my journey to 
becoming a “Michael.” 

MARKELLA Y 
MOSKES

Alexandra is a delightful young 
lady who was born and baptized 
at Archangel Michael. From her 
very first days she rarely missed 
any services, attending Sunday 
School regularly, participating in 
the parish dance troupe, youth 
group programs and singing in 
the choir. She would take turns 
reading the Sunday Epistle and 
was always cherished by all for 
her clarity and tone despite 
her young age at the time. Her 
smile radiates throughout the 
congregation lifting the spirits 
of all in witnessing her loving 
dedication.

Rev. Fr. Michael Petrides

2021
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St. George  •  New Port Richey, FL

FAMILY
Son and Daughter-in-law: 
Chrysostomos and Robyn 

Grandchildren: 
Catherine and George Handrinos

CATHERINE 
HANDRINOS
MEMORY ETERNAL

Catherine has been dedicated to 
serving Christ and His Church, 
specifically the parish of St. 
George since its foundation. She 
has been an exemplary steward 
of her time, talent, and treasure 
her entire life. Whenever the 
church has had a specific or a 
general need she has been there, 
whether it was helping at the 
festival or Friday Night Dinners 
or offering generously from the 
gifts God has given her when 
the parish was in a particularly 
difficult financial situation 
many years ago. Catherine has 
also been especially dedicated 
to our youth and the Greek 
Dance program of St. George, 
supporting their trips to HDF 
and purchasing costumes for 
the group. Catherine has always 
shown maternal affection for the 
community of St. George.

Rev. Fr. Andrew J. Pavlakos

FAMILY
Parents: 
Nicholas and Saumela Pavlides
Sister: 
Polyzeni Pavlides

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God has let me let go of things I 
have been holding onto. All I did 
was trust him.

HRISTOS 
PAVLIDES

Hristos has shown himself to be a 
true servant leader, his dedication 
to serving the community 
inspires not only his peers, but 
the community as a whole. 
Hristos serves in the altar as a 
leader, helps with every Friday 
Night Dinner, and next year will 
be in charge of the parking for 
the Festival. Beyond his service, 
Hristos participates regularly in 
GOYA to grown in his knowledge 
of and living our Orthodox faith. 
We are especially proud of Hristos 
as he is able to do all of this 
while being an excellent student. 
Beyond outdoing others in terms 
of the time he gives to the parish, 
Hristos also outdoes his peers in 
showing honor to them. If there 
is a conflict among his peers he 
becomes a part of the solution in 
a natural and loving way.

Rev. Fr. Andrew J. Pavlakos

2020
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St. George  •  New Port Richey, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Kergia Koula(Kay)

Daughter: 
Kirsten Alonso 

Son: 
Thomas Williams

Stepsons: 
Emmanuel Kostakis and Elias 
Kostakis 

Grandchildren: 
Jordan, Ayden, Elias, Madeline, 
Emma, Demitrie, Elissa, Paityn, 
Elenie, Wyatt, Ruby

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I have a strong need for GOD’s 
Love and Grace and HIS 
Forgiveness of my sins. HE has 
led me to this point in my life.

THOMAS 
WILLIAMS

Tom has been serving our 
community as a dedicated 
“Michael” since before he 
was even chrismated as an 
Orthodox Christian. To most in 
our community he is known as 
the parish chef, always in the 
kitchen for our events, and being 
the coordinator of our Friday 
Nite Dinners: diligently and 
lovingly taking care of menus, 
ordering, and most importantly, 
our volunteers. To those who 
know Tom better they know 
that his volunteerism does not 
stop in the social hall, he also 
helps in the church to set up 
things for sacraments funerals, 
and weekday services. Tom is a 
worthy example of service and 
love to Christ’s Church and our 
community of St. George.

Rev. Fr. Andrew Pavlakos

FAMILY
Parents: 
Parents:  Mike and Keke Kikilis

Brother: 
Peter Kikilis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My soul burns for God because it 
empowers me and I have no fear 
when I am with him, I feel whole 
and safe. 

GEORGE  
KIKILIS

George has been an outstanding 
participant in our GOYA and 
Greek Folk Dance ministries, 
as well as a dedicated acolyte. 
George has grown up literally at 
St. George having participated 
in every ministry available to 
him. At our most recent Greek 
American Festival George 
showed himself to be not just a 
participant, but a leader among 
his peers by his volunteerism. He 
helped all day, every day, taking 
breaks only to perform with the 
dance troupe. We are proud to 
have a young man like George 
as a part of our community and 
pray that his example of service 
and love be seen by his peers to 
inspire them also to service to 
Christ’s Church.

Rev. Fr. Andrew Pavlakos

 

2021
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St. Mark the Evangelist  •  Ocala, FL

RICHARD 
DEMETRIOS PARENT 

Richard and his wife, Susan, are 
most worthy recipients of the 
Archangel Michael Honors award, 
both for their faithful stewardship 
to our parish, as well as Richard’s 
never fading devotion as cantor 
of our St. Mark the Evangelist 
parish.

Rev. Fr. Nicholas G. Manousakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Susan Parent 
Children: 
George, Constantine, Tatiana and 
Nicholas 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Orthodox teachings form the 
foundation of my life, shaping 
its direction from my youth as 
an altar boy, into adulthood, and 
retirement as our Psalti.

SUSAN B. 
PARENT 

Susan and her husband, Richard, 
are most worthy recipients of the 
Archangel Michael Honors award 
for their faithful stewardship to 
our parish, as well as her never 
fading devotion as the choir 
director of our St. Mark the 
Evangelist parish.

Rev. Fr. Nicholas G. Manousakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Richard Demetrios Parent
Children: 
George, Constantine, Tatiana and 
Nicholas

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I thank God for allowing me 
to celebrate the mysteries and 
teachings of the church through 
its hymns and services.

2020
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St. Mark the Evangelist  •  Ocala, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Vivian

Son: 
Mark 

Daughter: 
Carissa

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
To be a good steward for our 
Church, and to set an example 
for others to care for fellow 
members as they would care for 
their own families

RON  
BADAMI

Ron has worked with his wife, 
Vivian to conduct many fund 
raisers to support our church. 
Those events have brought many 
people from the surrounding 
areas to the church, and for 
some, the first time they have 
seen an Orthodox Church. It 
has also brought newly arrived 
Orthodox Christians from 
different parts of the country 
to a church for them. Ron and 
Vivian also make sure to greet 
strangers walking into our church  
for the first time and make them 
feel welcomed. Many of them 
have become stewards. Ron is 
the Stewardship Chairman of our 
church.

Rev. Fr. Nicholas Manousakis

 

Spouse: 
Ronald Badami 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Jesus Christ is my Lord and God 
therefore whatever I accomplish 
in this life is because of Him and 
for His glory. 

VIVIAN DRIVAS 
BADAMI

Vivian has worked with her 
husband Ron to support our 
church. Those events have 
brought many people from the 
surrounding areas to the church, 
and for some, the first time 
they have seen an Orthodox 
Church. It has also brought newly 
arrived Orthodox Christians from 
different parts of the country 
to a church for them. Ron and 
Vivian also make sure to greet 
strangers walking into our church  
for the first time and make them 
feel welcomed. Many of them 
have become stewards. Ron is 
the Stewardship Chairman of our 
church. 

Rev. Fr. Nicholas Manousakis

FAMILY

 

2021
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Sts. Raphael, Nicholas and Irene  •  Palm Harbor, FL

GEORGE 
LYTRAS

HARALAMBOS 
PETSIANAS

Always fulfilling faithfully the 
request of the priest in the Altar, 
as Michael fulfills the requests of 
the Lord.

Rev. Fr. James Rousakis

FAMILY
Mother: 
Alexandra and Georgios 
Petsiavas

Sisters: 
Marie Kontos and Efstathea 
Petsivavas

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I like Michael who helped God.  
I enjoy going to church and 
helping the priest.  Very close to 
God when in Church.  It is very 
peaceful.  I like to pray for my 
family and friends everywhere.

2020
George is a dedicated servant 
of the parish, especially at 
the psaltri, making his joyful 
noise unto the Lord, as Michael 
worshiped the Lord joyfully.

Rev. Fr. James Rousakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Betsy Lytras

Children: 
George Jr and Sherri Florentino

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I’m very appreciative of thinking 
of me. I enjoy chanting, being 
with God and the Church. Thank 
you very much.
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Sts. Raphael, Nicholas and Irene  •  Palm Harbor, FL

GREGORY 
KOUTROUMANIS

As Michael served the Lord, 
without hesitation, so too, does 
Gregory serve the Lord through 
the Church, without hesitation 
and mostly labor type service.

Rev. Fr. James Rousakis

FAMILY
Marcia

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
As a Greek Orthodox Christian 
and a believer in God, I find 
that I can devote my time and 
assistance to the church and my 
community more so now that I 
have retired.

 

ELIAS JOHN 
KOULIANOS

Elias is a youth who is always 
willing to help the Church and 
especially the altar, serving the 
Lord, as did Michael.

Rev. Fr. James Rousakis

FAMILY
Parents: 
Archon Dr. George M and Erine 
M Koulianos

Brother: 
Nikitas Koulianos 

Yia Yia: 
Elaine Damianakis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The church is like a second home 
to me and where I find peace. I 
love to follow the example of the 
saints by helping others. 

 

2021
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Holy Trinity  •  Port Charlotte, FL

GEORGE G. 
STAVROPOULOS

STEPHANIE 
KONTOS

Stephanie Kontos was selected 
as the Youth recipient as a result 
of her dedication to the youth 
dancing group; after moving 
across the state to attend college 
she returned home many times 
to help instruct the dance group 
in preparation for the Festival 
dancing.

Rev. Fr. Mojmir Zalcik

FAMILY
Parents: 
Gus and Robin Kontos

Siblings: 
Tiffany, Tina, Alexandra and 
George

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My heart belongs to my church. 
It is where I was brought up and 
where I feel safe and loved.

 

2020
George Stavropoulos was 
selected as the Adult recipient 
as a result of his dedication and 
service in the altar assisting 
Father with the services; he is 
always present and willing to 
serve for any and all services. 
He was very excited to learn of 
this selection as the Archangel 
Michael recipient.

Rev. Fr. Mojmir Zalcik

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Judith

Children: 
Debra, Lisa Windy, Tom and 
David

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Serving on the altar with Father 
has helped me to get closer to 
God.
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Holy Trinity  •  Port Charlotte, FL

MICHAEL 
O’DOUGHERTY

Humility to serve his church.

Rev. Fr Mojmir Zalcik

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Evdokia

Son: 
Stefan

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My patron angel is Michael.

2021
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St. Barbara  •  Sarasota, FL

NICHOLAS P. 
SARDELIS, JR.

MORGAN 
KIRLANGITIS

Morgan has been in our 
community from the time she 
was born. Baptized and raised 
as the daughter of Michael and 
granddaughter of Fr. Frank 
Kirlangitis, from an early age 
she was part of every child and 
youth ministry. The highlight of 
all was her participation in the 
Ionian Village experience during 
the summer of 2018. Thank you, 
Morgan, for all you have done for 
St. Barbara!

Rev. Fr. John Bociu

FAMILY
Mother: 
Jennifer Kirlangitis

Father: 
Michael Kirlangitis

Stepmom: 
Melissa Hynton

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I am so honored to receive this 
award. 

 

2020
FAMILY
Spouse: 
Catherine

Children: 
Erin and Stephen

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Orthodoxy is a spiritually moving 
religion that nourishes my soul. 
My Orthodox faith and heritage 
is a timeless gift from God that 
has sustained me in the path of 
my life.

Our community has been blessed 
with pillars of faith that selflessly 
give, care, and volunteer. 
Through the love he has for 
Christ, His Church, and our 
Hellenistic culture, Mr. Sardelis 
proved to be a living example of 
continuous dedicated work. He 
was many times around a Parish 
Council president and member; 
heading various committees, 
always caring and worrying 
about the financial well-being 
of the Church. Many Sundays he 
opens the church early to make 
sure everything is ready. When 
need it, Mr. Sardelis took the robe 
of a reader/psalti helping in that 
capacity also. Thank you for your 
genuine love!

Rev. Fr. John Bociu
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St. Barbara  •  Sarasota, FL

FAMILY
Father: 
Dino Balos

Mother: 
Rowena Balos 

Brother: 
Christian Balos

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The reality of the Incarnation of 
the Word of God and its impact 
on our salvation as part of God’s 
love for humanity. 

PETER C. 
BALOS

Peter (Panagiotis) has 
distinguished himself among 
his peers by a genuine interest 
in the Orthodox faith. He 
excels academically, in theater 
and in baseball. Not only he 
participated in Sunday School 
but took the challenge of the 
Oratorical Festival, a few times 
getting to the Metropolis level. 
He is a confident, exceptional 
singer that makes a difference 
when he is in the chanting stand. 
We pray for your successful 
college years. Thank you Peter!

Rev. Fr. John Bociu

DEMETRA 
WALTERS

Ms. Walters is a lifetime Greek 
Orthodox. She loves Christ 
and makes sure that the 
beauty of His house is always 
preserved. Besides being a very 
generous steward Demetra 
enjoys volunteering on every 
opportunity, in the office or, as 
a Philoptochos member. Her 
joyful spirit is always refreshing 
and a great motivator for all 
those around her. Thank you Ms. 
Walters!

Rev. Fr. John Bociu

FAMILY
Widow, 2 Sisters, 3 Nieces, 2 
Nephews, 7 Great Nephews, and 
1 Great Niece; Godmother to 7

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I show my love for God and His 
Holy Church by giving time and 
treasure to my church and family 
and to others in need. 

 

2021
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Christ the Savior  •  Spring Hill, FL

MICHAEL 
TRIANTAFILON

FRANCES 
TRIANTAFILON

Complete dedication to the 
welfare of our parish.

Rev. Fr. John D. Lazarek      

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Michael Triantafilon

Daughter: 
Dorothy Triantafilon

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I have such a great feeling in my 
heart knowing that God is with 
me every day of my life. I live a 
blessed life.

2020
Complete dedication to the 
welfare of our parish.

Rev. Fr. John D. Lazarek

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Frances Triantifilon

Daughter: 
Dorothy Triantafilon

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I am honored to be recognized 
as a recipient of the Archangel 
Michael Award.  I know with God 
anything is possible and I am 
Blessed.
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Christ the Savior  •  Spring Hill, FL

MARY 
FULHAM

Constantly proclaiming and 
living the faith experience of our 
Orthodox Church. That is Mary.

Rev. Fr. John D. Lazarek

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
That we all may share the Holy 
Spirit and become like God.

2021
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St. Stefanos  •  St. Petersburg, FL

MARIA 
OLIVARRIA

 

VICTORIA 
FOLTZ 

Tori is a kind and compassionate 
young lady who “lets her light 
shine” in all aspects of church 
life. She is a team player who 
has participated in church 
school, GOYA, Greek dance, the 
Oratorical and Greek Festivals 
as well as serving as an Epistle 
reader and usher. Her bright 
and bubbly attitude permeates 
everything she does. We are 
blessed to have her in our church 
community!

Rev. Fr. John Stefero

FAMILY
Mother: 
Katherine Foltz 

Father: 
James Foltz

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Christ’s work has become the 
blueprint of how I wish to lead 
my life. I have learned that I can 
do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.

2020
QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
In these unprescedented 
times we are challenged with, 
how strong is our faith and in 
organized religion, and what God 
and His Holy Church really mean? 
Is it a test of our faith today and 
how our faith is challenged by 
not being physically in God’s 
House; or is it a faith that remains 
ever constant because The 
Church is one because God is 
one and because Christ and the 
Holy Spirit are one? Some may 
say out of sight out of mind, for 
me my faith remains strong and 
constant and cannot envision 
one new day to the next without 
knowing my faith will help us be 
reunited in a more organized 
manner and long to continue my 
love of service to God, his service 
and to St. Stefano.

Maria is one of the most ardent 
workers in our community. She 
has been the President and 
Secretary of both the Parish 
Council and the Philoptochos 
Society, taught Sunday School 
and served on the Executive 
Committees for the Ushers, 
Greek Festival and Capital 
Improvement Ministry teams. Her 
energy and love for the Church 
have greatly enhanced our parish 
and we are grateful for her 
dedication and service!

Rev. Fr. John Stefero

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Ed

Son: 
Johnathon 

Daughter: 
Alexandra

Mother: 
Evangelia 
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St. Stefanos  •  St. Petersburg, FL

GABRIEL 
HURST

He was instrumental in 
continuing our worship during 
covid leading alongside Fr. John 
Stefero in the Liturgical life by 
serving in the altar with honor 
and courage. He volunteers 
for everything that he can and 
continues to serve in other 
capacities within the Church.

Rev. Fr. Sampson N. Kasapakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Rita 

Son: 
George 

Daughter: 
Dominique

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I strive to live for God so my 
children can follow my example.

2021
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St. John the Baptist  •  Tampa, FL

ALKIS 
CRASSAS

 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
George Mitseas

Son: 
Dean Mitseas

Daughter: 
Elisa Mitseas

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Reflecting the light of Jesus onto 
our community through service 
illustrates His love and goodness 
and allowed my soul to fill with 
gratitude for His protection.

CATHERINE S. 
MITSEAS 

Catherine genuinely loves Christ 
and is concerned for the good 
order and safety of His Church. 
This is why she served many 
years on the Parish Council and 
brought a good sense of stability 
to our parish. She also has 
worked tirelessly for our Festival 
making sure that we have the 
financial ability to fund ministries 
and charities. Most importantly, 
she has spearheaded our parish’s 
Youth Protection Program from 
the beginning, to insure that our 
youth are safe at all times as we 
impart the Gospel to them.

Rev. Fr Stavros Akrotirianakis

 

2020
Alkis personifies service with a 
smile. There are many people 
who serve, but I’ve never met 
anyone who serves with as 
much optimism. In the six 
years that Alkis served as 
President of our parish and 
chairman of our Festival, he 
never saw “problems”, only 
“challenges.” And he met each 
one with joy, with a smile, with 
encouragement, and embraced 
everything with optimism. Alkis 
truly loves God and loves people-
-the two great commandments.

Rev. Fr Stavros Akrotirianakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Aime

Children: 
Sophia and Gerasimos

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
You received without paying, 
give without pay. (Matthew 10:8)
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St. John the Baptist  •  Tampa, FL

GARY J. 
WARD

Gary is quietly brilliant. Gary is 
faithful in worship. He brings 
keen insight to the Parish Council 
and to all the ministries with 
which he is involved. He truly 
understands the mission of the 
church and has worked tirelessly 
to keep Christ first in His life and 
first in the life of our parish.

Rev. Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Sandra Pappas

Sons: 
Brooke Hunt and Ryan Ward 

Grandchildren: 
Logan, Riley, Reagan and Maya

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Through Him I feel the burning 
desire and ability to help others 
and lead them to God through 
His word and His son, Jesus 
Christ. 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
George Chagaris

Mother: 
Evangeline Halkias

Brother: 
George & Elaine Halkias 

Brother: 
Chris Halkias  

Brother: 
Angelo & Lenka Halkias 

Brother-in-law: 
Nick & Tina Chagaris  

Sister-in-law: 
John & Gina Gigos  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Getting to know and accepting 
Jesus Christ as my Savior. Putting 
my trust in Him always. 

KALLIOPE D. 
CHAGARIS

Kalliope has an appreciation of 
beauty. She has worked tirelessly 
in keeping our church beautiful, 
whether it is cleaning the church 
or decorating it in the various 
festal seasons. Even more so, 
she sees the beauty in people, 
which is apparent in her kindness 
to everyone, in her professional 
work and in our community. 
Most important, Kalliope makes 
a beautiful expression of her 
faith in worship and in service to 
others.

Rev. Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis

2021
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St. Nicholas  •  Tarpon Springs, FL

ANTHONY C. 
ZARONIAS

 

KYRIAKOS 
FAKLIS

Kyriakos is a model for his peers 
and others who know him.

Rev. Fr. Athanasios C Haros

FAMILY
Parents: 
Vasile and Rena Faklis

Brother: 
George Faklis

Grandparents: 
Jack and Mary Kalogeris

Grandparents: 
George and Katie Faklis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The thought of Christ being hung 
on the cross makes my soul burn 
for Him.  He chose to die to save 
our sins so I owe all of my life to 
Him.

2020
QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My soul burns for God and His 
Holy Church for one reason and 
this is to be the best person I can 
be for my wife and Children.  It is 
for my salvation and theirs that I 
cling to the church and look to it 
for everything in my life.

Anthony is loved and admired 
by many for his loyalty and hard 
work.

Rev. Fr. Athanasios C Haros

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Sofia Zaronias

Children: 
Renee, Katerina and Savas

Parents: 
Mr. & Mrs. John Saronias

Siblings: 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Zaronias & 
Family
Mr. & Mrs. George Zaronias & 
Family
Dr. & Mrs. Dimitri Zaronias & 
Famly
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Ward & Family
Mr. Mrs. Starros Zaronias & 
Family
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St. Nicholas  •  Tarpon Springs, FL

LEXA 
SHONTZ

Lexa is a living example of what 
it means to live the Orthodox 
Christian Faith. She is a leader in 
the Community and among her 
friends.

Rev. Fr. Athansios Haros

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Michael

Children: 
Edward, Eva and Mario

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Knowing how much God loves 
me motivates me to share that 
great love with others and to 
shine His light in our world. 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I have an unexplainable bond 
and connection to St. Nicholas 
Cathedral that keeps me close to 
the church. My soul is sensitive to 
the presence of Christ, Panagia 
and the Holy Spirit as I fulfill 
duties and responsibilities of the 
church. 

ANNA TSOUKALAS 
BILLIRIS

Anna is a tireless worker for the 
Church and a witness to the 
entire city.

Rev. Fr. Athansios Haros

FAMILY
Spouse: 
George John Billiris

Children: 
Eleni Billiris Delmadoros 
(Christos), Catherine Billiris 
Zachas (Aristidis), John George 
Billiris

Grandchildren: 
Anna Delmadoros, Georgios 
Delmadoros, George Zachas, 
Anna Zachas , Penelopi Zachas 

Parent: 
Skevos Ni

2021
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St. Sophia  •  Winter Haven, FL

NICHOLAS V. 
MALLAS 

GEORGEANNA 
THALASSITES VAGIAS

She is an authentic model of 
the Orthodox Christian. Her 
involvement and fervent desire 
to support this parish inspired 
many people in our community. 
The desire to be a family is very 
much fueled especially by her 
effort and devotion.

Rev. Fr. Marius Buzatelu

FAMILY
Mother: 
Rose Thalassites Vagias 

Brother: 
Leonidas T. Vagias 

Sister: 
Angelica T. DeWilde

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Scripture study and growing up 
in a Godly home has created in 
me a desire to be more like our 
Savior, Jesus Christ.

 

2020
He is an important member of 
our community, distinguished 
by his devotion and love for our 
parish, especially by the fact 
that he is also the chanter of 
our Parish, keeping unaltered 
the tradition of the Orthodox 
Byzantine chant.

Rev. Fr. Marius Buzatelu

FAMILY
Matina Vasilis  
Peter Vagelis Hercules 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I love God and pray for his 
forgiveness.
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St. Sophia  •  Winter Haven, FL

PATRICK 
CHRISTY

Patrick serves on the Parish 
Council and serves in multiple 
ministries. Patrick has started the 
ministries to stream the Divine 
Services during the pandemic, 
assists in nearly every ministry of 
the parish, and mentors’ others 
to serve in the parish. Patrick’s 
attitude is always positive and 
seeks to help whenever asked 
and is the recipient of this year’s 
award with his mother.

 Rev. Fr. Gregory Georgiou

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Serving God is the ultimate 
honor and the least one can do 
to show gratitude for His eternal 
rewards of fulfillment, salvation, 
and life. 

 

TINA 
THOMAS

Tina has served as Parish Council 
President. Tina has served 
tirelessly and consistently acts 
to support the Lord’s ministry 
of salvation. She reaches out 
to members of the Church 
community and those who are 
new to the area to welcome 
them and invite them to become 
part of the parish and to serve 
together. Tina’s welcoming 
attitude and offering tireless 
ministry exemplify Tina Thomas.

 Rev. Fr. Gregory Georgiou

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Larry Thomas

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My heart yearns for God, 
compelled by His unending love 
and salvation. Devoted service to 
Him, His church, and each other 
is the greatest privilege. 

 

2021
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St. Demetrios  •  Daytona Beach, FL

FAMILY
Fiancee: 
Tracy Nevelas 
Daughter: 
Alexia Epitropoulos-Nailor 
Tracy’s Sons: 
Jordon and Nolan Nevelas 
Brother: 
Frank Epitropoulos 
Sister: 
Sophia Epitropoulos 
Parents: 
Savas and Jenny Epitropoulos 
(Deceased)

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
As a physician I am honored to 
be an instrument of the Master 
Physician, and to be a good and 
faithful servant each day.

DR. MICHAEL 
EPITROPOULOS

Dr. Michael is the product of St. 
Demetrios parish and lifelong 
member. He is an agent of 
service. He will go the extra 
mile to serve others either as a 
professional health provider or as 
an Orthodox Christian. His heart 
is in the church and his concern 
is for the wellbeing of the parish 
and the parishioners is deep and 
genuine. 

Rev. Fr. Joseph Samaan

ANGELA 
KRAMER

Angela is an example of the 
millennial generation who are still 
in the church because they grew 
up in the church and experienced 
firsthand the love and the care 
of the church. Angela is a living 
testimony that millennials are not 
by nature opposed to the church. 
Rather they are the best servers 
in the church if the church can 
connect with them.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Samaan

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Sean Kramer
Parents: 
Mark & Kally Weber 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I have found so much joy working 
with the youth of our parish and 
the youth of our Metropolis at St. 
Stephen’s Summer Camp!

 

2020
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St. Demetrios  •  Daytona Beach, FL

SOPHIA DENISE 
BROWN

Denise is a person who loves 
God and expresses this love 
through serving others in many 
ways and forms. She tries 
to make every occasion an 
opportunity to serve and serve 
others.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Samaan

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Rick Brown

Son: 
Jason Brown 17 years

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Stillness. I relish the moments of 
stillness I am afforded so that my 
heart and soul may open up and 
receive the light of the 
Lord. 

 

DEMITRI RICK 
BROWN

Rick is dedicated to the service 
of others as both an individual as 
well as a family man. He serves 
whatever  task he is given joyfully 
and with fervent dedication.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Samaan

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Denise Brown

Son: 
Jason Brown (17) years

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I find great comfort from the 
tradition of the liturgy and other 
services. Having received comfort 
from God positions me to extend 
comfort to others. 

 

2021
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St. Elizabeth  •  Gainesville, FL

ADRIENNE C. 
THIEKE

Adrienne shows outstanding 
dedication and 100% 
commitment to our community, 
by serving as parish Council 
President, lead choir member, 
Parish Strategic Plan motivator, 
and the director for our child 
protection program.

Rev. Fr. Paul Mayernick

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Robert J. Thieke 

Daughter: 
Emma 

Son and Daughter-in-law: 
James and Lucy 

Granddaughter: 
Lucy Magdalena  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God has blessed me with a loving 
family in my home and in my 
church who I can turn to when I 
need support and courage to keep 
going.

ETHAN 
WILLIAMSON

Ethan is an Altar Man and a 
Chanter with a solid performance 
record and a 100% attendance 
rate. As director of our OCF, he 
leads Bible Studies, he provides 
fellowship for all the University 
Orthodox student body, while 
also acting as the Parish Assistant 
Treasurer.

Rev. Fr. Paul Mayernick

FAMILY
Mother and Step-dad: 
Leroy and Kim Jakubowski
Father: 
Jim Williamson

Sister: 
Jade Jakubowski

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The church has been home to me.  
Each person I see is a living icon 
that reflects Christ.  It is a privilege 
to venerate them through love and 
service as I can.

2020
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St. Elizabeth  •  Gainesville, FL

SAMUEL 
FESSAHAYE

Extraordinary devotion to the 
duties as Altar Server (Tonsured), 
Year long Volunteer Lawn 
Maintainer of entire Church 
grounds come rain or shine. 

Rev Fr. Paul Mayernick

FAMILY
Mother: 
Frewoini

Brother: 
Nahome 

Daughter: 
Sophia and Helen

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
What makes my soul burn is the 
comfort and the strength that 
God and His Holy Church give to 
me in all different times. 

LUKE 
TIA

Dedicated Church School 
teacher. Organist for Church.

Rev Fr. Paul Mayernick

FAMILY
Mother: 
Maria Mao 

Father: 
Mang Tia 

Brothers: 
Timothy and Samuel Tia

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Knowing God’s love for us and 
the joy of life with Him.

2021
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St. John the Divine  •  Jacksonville, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Gem Mann 
Son: 
Alexander Mann 
Daughter and Son-in-law: 
Anastasia and Alexander Mankin
Brother and Sister-in-law 
Nick and Cindy Tsengas 
Parents of Blessed Memory: 
Jim and Frances Tsengas

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
HIS Holy Church has nurtured my 
faith and provided me with such 
a loving Community all of my 
life... HE and HIS House are the 
center of my life. I am humbled 
to passionately serve HIM in 
thanksgiving for all the blessings 
HE has bestowed upon me and 
my family.

ATHENA 
TSENGAS MANN

Athena Mann encompasses 
service to the Church to the 
fullest extent. She grew up in 
this Church and has tirelessly 
volunteered her time and 
efforts, to His glory. Athena has 
served in our Philoptochos for 
decades, sitting on the Executive 
Board. She is our substitute 
Choir Director, never missing a 
Sunday to sing her praises to 
God. She is an active member 
of our ministries, including Bible 
Studies and Share the Light 
where she volunteers helping 
those in need. Athena has also 
served as our Capital Campaign 
Co-Chair, enabling us to raise 
the funds to build our new 
facility. Finally, Athena helped 
oversee the start up of our Early 
Learning Center from the ground 
up. From intensive research, 
hours of meetings and work, 
she dedicated the past year 
and beyond to this incredible 
endeavor. Athena is a God-
centered woman who would do 
anything in her power to help her 
Church. She is truly a blessing to 
everyone who knows her!

Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh

FAMILY
Parents: 
Charles and Carol Burroughs
Brother: 
Peter Burroughs

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
No matter how early or late you 
join Him in praise, God welcomes 
you with open arms. That is what 
makes my soul burn for Him.

DENA NICOLE 
BURROUGHS

Dena Burroughs is an amazing 
example to the faith. As a young 
person in the Church, she is an 
extremely active member of our 
GOYA, Sunday School Programs, 
Vacation Bible School, and 
Dance Group, competing at the 
Metropolis Level. Dena is always 
willing to help where needed. 
If ever we need a volunteer in 
the Church, she is someone we 
can count on. She has worked 
with our Church volunteering at 
Habitat for Humanity and feeding 
the homeless in downtown 
Jacksonville. Willing to step out 
of her comfort zone, no project 
is too much for her. She is an 
incredible example to her peers, 
constantly living a life of positivity 
and Christ’s love.

Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh

 

2020
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St. John the Divine  •  Jacksonville, FL

MICHAEL 
CRENSHAW

Michael Crenshaw has served 
this community alongside 
his father Steve on countless 
occasions by helping set up 
for many sacraments and any 
time there was a need for some 
muscle! Michael has a big heart 
and is someone that exemplifies 
Romans 12:10-11, in that he is 
willing to serve others selflessly 
at the drop of a dime.

Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh

FAMILY
Parents: 
Steve and Katy Crenshaw

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I enjoy being able to help my 
church family and give back a 
little of my time.

NICHOLAS P. 
PAPPADIS

Nick Pappadis has served as a 
Protopsaltis more than 40 years. 
Nick has shown his love for God 
and for others by dedicating 
many hours of his time to be in 
Church and give glory to God 
through his voice and service to 
our Church.

Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Sophie

Children: 
Polykarpos (Paul), Constantine 
(Dino), Efstathios (Stathi)

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God is First, and I listen to Him 
when he talks to me. When I 
chant in His Holy Church I get 
the sign I am talking with him. As 
King David wrote, “I will chant to 
my Lord until I die” (Ψαλώ τω Θεό 
μου έως υπάρχω).

2021
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Holy Trinity  •  Maitland/Orlando, FL

JOHN MICHAEL 
DRAGASH

John is a long time parishioner 
of Holy Trinity who has served 
on various ministries and 
committees (Architectural, 
Grounds & Maintenance, Festival, 
Adult Spiritual Enrichment and 
Metropolis of Atlanta Pre-Maritial 
Seminar Facilitator) and is always 
willing to serve in whatever 
capacity needed.

Rev. Fr. Constantine Simeonidis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Jeana Savu Dragash 
Son: 
John M. Dragash Jr. 
Daughter: 
Marisa Dragash Handshu 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My gifts and my Spiritual Growth 
are Blessings from God. It is He 
who reveals to me the ways to 
apply them to Honor Him.

ANASTASIA 
MCCLOUD

Anastasia has served here at Holy 
Trinity in Cathechism, Jr Goya, 
GOYA, Hellenic Dance, Greek 
Fest, Youth Choir, Youth Narthex 
Servers and in many other facets. 
She has been and will continue to 
serve as a great example to our 
youth, both old and young!

Rev. Fr. Constantine Simeonidis

FAMILY
Parents: 
Lawrence McCloud & Jennifer 
Cokias 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My inspiration to serve and grow 
in faith is the spirit God gives us 
“of power and love and a sound 
mind” (2 Timothy 1:7)
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Holy Trinity  •  Maitland/Orlando, FL

STELLA NICOLAU 
SIRKS

Stella case served the 
community and the ministries 
of Holy Trinity for many years in 
many different capacities, always 
without seeking recognition or 
accolades!

Rev. Fr. Constantine Simeonidis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Jim

Blended family 4 children, 9 
grandchildren and 4 great 
grandchildren

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My existence makes my soul burn 
for God and for All His Glory. I 
am nothing without God or my 
church. My soul depends on my 
faith. 

IMAN 
HILAL

Iman has been an active an 
contributing member of Holy 
Trinity for many years. Her time 
and dedication to reading and 
chanting our Holy Services 
has served as a great witness 
for those seeking to serve and 
sharing their talents for the Glory 
of God! 

Rev. Fr. Constantine Simeonidis

FAMILY
I’m blessed with an amazing 
mom. I have 2 brothers and one 
sister and all are married with 
children. 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
“Our purpose in life is to become 
Saints”. I see my life as an 
opportunity to prepare my soul 
for eternity and to always be with 
God. 
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St. Katherine  •  Melbourne, FL

TRESA 
ROMAN

Do not search about for the 
words to show people you love 
them. Instead, ask God to show 
them your love without your 
having to talk about it. 

St John of the Ladder

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Andrew Roman (Deceased) 
Son and Daughter-in-law: 
George and Elaine Roman 
4 Grandchildren and 10 Great 
Grandchildren 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Whether it is your own family or 
your Church family, it is important 
to keep them together.  My 
mission is to do both in His honor.

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
It is an honor to serve my Church 
and our God in gratitude for all 
the blessings He has given me.  My 
core belief of humbler service has 
been planted by my parents and 
grandparents.  “…But, as for me 
and my house, we will serve the 
Lord…” (Joshua 24:15)

WILLIAM NICHOLAS  
OROSZ JR.

The ladder to the Kingdom is 
hidden within you, and within 
your soul. Dive down into yourself, 
away from sin, and there you will 
find the steps by which you can 
ascend.

St Isaac of Syria

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Karen
Children: 
Theresa Ann, Suazanne Marie, and
Cathleeen Elizabeth, William 
Nicholas and John Francis 
Grandchildren: 
Jason, Annabel Elizabeth, Marissa 
Marie, Brandon William and 
Connor Ralph 
Parents: 
William and Margaret 

Brothers: 
Charles Alexander, Allen Jude, and 
Dwayne Joseph
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St. Katherine  •  Melbourne, FL

GEORGE A 
ROMAN

Whenever there is a need, 
George is there. His tireless 
efforts and vision for this year’s 
Greek Festival during these 
stressful times made it a success. 
George always puts the Church 
first and never seeks recognition.

Rev. Fr. Zacharias Thornbury

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Elaine Roman

Mother: 
Tresa Roman 

4 children, 10 Grand Children

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Our mission in life is and 
should always help others help 
themselves. Give people the tools 
to be successful in life. Always 
with a positive attitude and 
looking for the good in others.

ANDREW G. 
ROMAN

Andrew grew up here in our 
Church. He works tirelessly with 
his talent & designs for various 
fundraisers. He is a humble and 
faithful servant and continues to 
serve with his heart, dedication 
and love.

Rev. Fr. Zacharias Thornbury

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Evangelia Fotopoulos

Parents: 
George & Elaine Roman

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
If we’re not working for the Glory 
of God, and using those talents 
He’s loaned to us, honestly then…
for what purpose are we here?
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Holy Trinity Chapel  •  St. Augustine, FL

MICHAEL 
FOTIANOS

Love is a holy state of soul, 
disposing it to value knowledge 
of God above all created things.

St. Maximos the Confessor 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Ingrid Fotianos 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
With all due respect, love and 
appreciation, I do not wish to 
receive this honor, but only the 
prayers of yourselves and the Holy 
Archangel Michael.  “He to whom 
much is given, much is required”

LIAM 
COLBURN

The feeling of warmth which 
the Holy Spirit engenders in the 
heart is completely peaceful and 
enduring. It awakes in all parts of 
the soul a longing for God.

St Diadochos of Photiki

FAMILY
Mother: 
Lisa Colburn
Father: 
Michael Colburn

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I try to serve the Church and our 
community to the best of my 
abilities.
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Holy Trinity Chapel  •  St. Augustine, FL

SUSAN 
STONE

Susan is and has been extremely 
dedicated to our Outreach 
ministry and the requests of 
the Community for years. She 
is always ready to respond fully 
to the needs of others, within 
her abilities, and with a kind 
and loving nature. Susan has 
the unique ability to serve the 
needs of others in a selfless and 
generous manner.

V. Rev. Fr. Maximos Politis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I reflect on the Lord’s word 
daily and strive to put His words 
into action in my church and 
community.

MICHAEL 
LEKOS

This young man has been an 
altar boy for years. He serves 
in an aspiring manner that 
encourages other youth to join 
the ministries of the Church and 
Community. Michael has a calm 
and a mature attitude. He is 
highly organized and responsible.

V. Rev. Fr. Maximos Politis

FAMILY
Parents: 
Andrew and Angeliki Lekos

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My namesake means following 
the Lord’s commandments 
knowing His love being grateful 
for all that He gives us and for 
His plan for my life.
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St. Paul  •  Savannah, GA

JIMMY 
STEVENS

As a chanter, Jimmy has 
presented himself as a living 
sacrifice of time and talent.

Rev. Fr. John Wallace

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Deena 

Son and Daughter-in-law: 
James and April  

Daughter and Son-in-law: 
Jennifer and Peter Jebeles  

Grandchildren: 
5 grandchildren and two on the 
way 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My life experiences as a police 
officer and my church involvement 
have had a humbling effect on me. 
In humility, my soul burns for God.

 

MARY ANNE 
WELSH

Mary Ann has faithfully attended 
church services and tirelessly 
served the parish through her 
efforts in cleaning and organizing.

Rev. Fr. John Wallace

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Jerry P. Welsh
Sons: 
Jerry Welsh, II and Patrick Welsh 

Daughter: 
Stephanie C. Welsh Johnson

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God has been with us through the 
loss of our eldest son Jerry from 
brain cancer.
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St. Paul  •  Savannah, GA

PETER N. 
MASTOPOULOS, ED.D.

Dr. Mastopoulos guided 
our finance committee with 
diligence, compassion, and 
honor. 

Rev. Fr. John Wallace

FAMILY
Evangeline and Nicholas 
Mastopoulos (parents of blessed 
memory)

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The richness of the Holy Gospel 
and Holy Tradition as personified 
by the Eastern Orthodox Church 
is a shining beacon in my life.

 

FAMILY
Daughters: 
Susan Elaine Sweeney and 
Sandra Azmann

Sons-in-Law: 
Mic Sweeney and Bill Azmann 

Grandchildren: 
Michael and Sophia Sweeney

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My spiritual “home” has always 
been my Greek Orthodox church, 
regardless of where I lived. The 
Trinity and Orthodoxy give me 
inner peace and love. 

MARIKA MARAGOS 
SIAVELIS

Mrs. Marika Siavelis is a tireless 
servant of the Holy Greek 
Orthodox Church.  Not only an 
active member of the Ladies 
Philoptochos Society, she also 
contributed her lovely faith and 
voice to the music ministry of 
the church. This was especially 
evident during the Covid-19 
pandemic where she, along with 
one other chanter, were our 
only musical options due to the 
attendance restrictions made 
necessary by the pandemic. 
Her knowledge of and talent for 
singing were evident but, more 
importantly, her deep faith and 
love for Christ and His Church 
shone through every musical 
note like a bright sunbeam.  Her 
faith and love and voice truly 
bless our community.

Rev. Fr. John Wallace
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Holy Mother of God  •  Tallahassee, FL

MARGARITA M. 
FRANKEBERGER

Margarita is a faithful 
member of our Church who 
exemplifies humility and love 
in her interactions within the 
community. She has been 
dedicated in teaching Church 
School for many years and has 
been a tremendous blessing to 
the students.

Rev. Fr. Robert O’Loughlin

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Gil Frankeberger  

Sons: 
Spencer and Hunter 
Frankeberger 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
One should live life according 
to the teachings of God. It is 
important to help one another and 
be kind to all.

MARGARET 
ATAYANTS

Margaret is a wonderful young 
woman and eager to assist her 
Church by utilizing her gifts. 
She has been dedicated to the 
Church School in teaching the 
PreK class and is always willing 
to help within the community.

Rev. Fr. Robert O’Loughlin 

FAMILY
Father: 
Albert Atayants
Mother: 
Sofiya Atayants

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
There is nothing more real than 
God in my soul and mind, and my 
church solidifies the bond I have 
with our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Holy Mother of God  •  Tallahassee, FL

IRINA 
GRIGORYAN

Tatyana has been a very faithful 
member of our community with 
her family. As a Church School 
teacher for many years, she 
is committed and dedicated 
in instructing students the 
treasures of our faith.

Rev. Fr. Robert O’Loughlin

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Armen Atayants

Daughters: 
Valeria, Anastasia, Sophia, and 
Maria Atayants

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Life without God and His Holy 
Church is empty, meaningless, 
and leads to iniquity. God loves, 
forgives, feeds, shields, protects, 
and to those who love Him, He 
promises things that the “eye has 
not seen, nor ear heard...”. “The 
Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 
want.”

TATYANA 
GIGORYAN

Irina and her family have been 
very devoted members of our 
parish. She has been a blessing 
in assisting the Church School 
program in teaching students 
our precious Orthodox faith.

Rev. Fr. Robert O’Loughlin
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St. Mark  •  Boca Raton, FL

PAMELA 
PETROPOULOS 

PARENT

Pamela is a selfless individual 
who gives of herself to the 
Church and Philoptochos. She 
not only “talks the talk” but 
“walks the walk” in every aspect 
of her life. She has helped 
transform our Philoptochos into 
what it is today, and actively 
seeks out other women to be 
part of this great ministry. She 
is a servant leader and seeks to 
bring others into the leadership 
positions. 

Rev. Fr. Mark Leondis

FAMILY
Daughter: 
Kristina 
Granddaughters: 
Gabrielle, Camryn and Lauren 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My love for my community 
encourages me to serve the 
church and provide for those in 
need.

2020



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS SOUTHEASTERN FLORIDA CONFERENCE51

St. Mark  •  Boca Raton, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Dennis Moloney 

Children & sons-in-law: 
Reed & Mary Moloney Waddle, 
Clare Moloney, Annie & 
Christopher Thompson  
Grandchildren: 
Lucy Thompson & Oliver Dean 
Waddle.
 
Ann Douglas (mother)
John Douglas (father)

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My heart’s desire is to do the 
will of God, to always be in the 
center of His will and to help 
others with the gifts the Lord has 
given me.

PENELOPE 
DOUGLAS 
MOLONEY

Penelope is a faithful member of 
the Saint Mark family. Involved 
in every aspect of the life of our 
Church, she faithfully participates 
and offers herself for the good of 
our faithful. A leader and 
devoted parishioner who 
selflessly offers her time, talents 
and treasures to our Church.

Rev. Fr. Mark Leondis

 

FAMILY
Partner: 
Kali Valencia 

Children: 
Dean Douglas, Penelope 
Moloney, George Douglas, Tom 
Douglas, Andy Douglas, Michael 
Douglas, Stephen Douglas & 
Barbara Stover

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
When I think about God I think 
about life after death and I’m so 
grateful to the Lord for all that 
He has given me. 

JOHN H.
DOUGLAS

John is the Godfather of Saint 
Mark. Many years ago, he had 
the opportunity to present the 
potential name of the Church 
to the Bishop of Atlanta. He 
carefully and prayerfully went 
through the Archdiocese 
yearbook realized there was no 
Sanctuary dedicated to Saint 
Mark. Thus, he offered the name 
of the Evangelist Mark.

Rev. Fr. Mark Leondis
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St. Demetrios  •  Ft. Lauderdale, FL

APOSTOLOS M. 
VALISARIOS 

Mr. Velisarios has worked very 
hard over the past two years 
improving our church by painting 
doors and steps. Most importantly, 
he took two months off of work 
and managed a roof repair 
project for our church in which 
he brought his own employees 
to work on the job site for free 
during this time.

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Zougras

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Andrea Velisarios

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
As a child, spending summers 
with my aunt, a nun at the Samos 
Monastery, I developed a deep 
love for God and His Holy Church.

PAULA KOINIS 
KIRIFIDES

Mrs. Kirifides has worked 
tirelessly for 3 decades at Saint 
Demetrios, serving as Sunday 
School Director and as President 
of Philoptochos.

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Zougras

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Lazarus Kirifides  
Adult Daughters: 
Helen Anne Kirifides, Mary 
Kirifides Hart, Catherine Suzanne 
Kirifides

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God’s miracles for me have 
been much greater than my 
imagination, and the beauty of 
the church’s icons, liturgies, and 
hymns reveal His magnificence.
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St. Demetrios  •  Ft. Lauderdale, FL
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Annunciation  •  Ft. Myers, FL

NICK CHRIS 
STAMOS

Nick is a great example of 
service, first to our Lord and 
then to our Parish. He truly cares 
for our members in all ways. He 
goes out of his way to be helpful 
to them through his actions. 
His giving spirit is a wonderful 
example to others because he 
does not pick and chose. He is 
constantly looking to support 
our members and does so if not 
asked. We are truly blessed to 
have him as a member.

Rev. Fr. Constantine Nastos

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Debra Stamos  
Children: 
Amanda, Ashley & Annemarie 
Grandchildren: 
Lyla & Mae 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Knowing that I’m a sinner, and the 
Lord came down from Heaven 
to die for my sins when he didn’t 
need to. 

 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Nick C. Stamos
Children: 
Amanda, Ashley & Annemarie  

Grandchildren: 
Lyla & Mae

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God has blessed me in so many 
ways, I feel the desire to repay him 
by doing His work.

DEBRA 
STAMOS

Debbie is truly a selfless 
parishioner. She goes out of 
her way to help members and 
the Parish as a whole. I feel that 
our Lord, through the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, moves her to 
do what she does because of 
her deep faith in Him and by 
following His words. She really 
honors our members, especially 
the more senior ones, through 
the thoughtfulness she offers 
them with her constant help 
given towards them. We are truly 
blessed to have her as a member 
of our Parish.

Rev. Fr. Constantine Nastos
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Annunciation  •  Ft. Myers, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
John Ruppe   
Children: 
Alexandra and Zachary 
Father: 
Basil Alexis 
Mother: 
Gerasimoula Alexis (Deceased 
Mother) 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I follow in God’s footsteps and do 
as much as I can for my Church
and others and devote myself to 
help in any way. 

OLYMPIA
RUPPE

Olympia is always ready to serve 
whenever called upon. She gives 
of herself towards the Parish 
by undertaking the challenging 
projects and completes them in 
the best fashion. She has been 
Chairman of our Festival, Leader 
of our HOPE & JOY Program, 
Religious Education Teacher and 
leader within other Programs. 
Her service to our Lord truly is 
and has been an inspiration to 
others.

Rev. Fr. Constantine Nastos

 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Nick Karrras Decesed   
Children: 
Jimmy Karras, Joanna Pastrikos 
and Kialianna Karras 
Brother: 
Mike Dontas  

Mother: 
Kalliopi Dontas 

6 Grand Children 

Daughter in law: 
Despina Karras 

Son in law: 
Andrew Pastrikos
 
QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Growing up in our Greek Orthodox 
faith and going to church every 
Sunday as a family brought me 
closer to understanding that 
God and family go hand in hand.  
Always care and be kind, always 
help where needed, always smile 
and have a possitive attitude. Yes 
I do all the above.  My parents and 
God taught me to be strong and 
be there for everyone, especially 
my church. 

STELLA
KARRAS

Stella was one of the founding 
members of our Parish. She has 
given to our Parish from the 
minute she arrived  through her 
service to our Philoptochos, 
Religious Education Program, 
Youth programs and Festival. 
She has worked tirelessly for our 
Parish by caring for our members 
whenever in need of any kind. 
She is truly a servant of the Lord.

Rev. Fr. Constantine Nastos
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St. Nicholas  •  Ft. Pierce, FL

VASILIOS I 
WOULAS

As a council member, festival 
chairperson, chantor, finance 
committee chair, Vasilios is 
always eager to volunteer.

Rev. Fr. John Mamangakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Kim 
Children: 
Karalyn, Christina and Alexander 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I do what I can to help the Church 
by offering my services.

BRENDAN 
DEMKO

As a young altar boy, he never 
misses a Sunday and is active in 
youth activities and programs.

Rev. Fr. John Mamangakis

FAMILY
Parents: 
Gregory and Elizabeth Demko

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I love being in the Altar and 
helping Father John with Orthros 
and Liturgy.  Praying is helping me 
to grow closer with God.
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St. Nicholas  •  Ft. Pierce, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Orlando 

Children: 
Athena, Sophia 

Father: 
Fr George Mamangakis  

Mother: 
Presvytera Stella Mamangakis 

Siblings: 
Fr. John Mamangakis, Georgia 
Mamangakis and Steven 
Mamangakis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I strive to be more like God 
every day because I want to be 
a better wife, mother, daughter, 
sister, and friend to all 

HARRIET A.
MARTINEZ

Harriet has responded every 
time she is asked to  our church’s 
educational programs for youth 
as an advisor, teacher, chaperone 
or leader. She embraces our 
church family.

 
Rev. Fr. John Mamangakis

 

FAMILY
Parents: 
Daniel & Helen Sfikas

Sisters: 
Angela (Beka) Sfikas, Dessa 
Sfikas

Nephew: 
Brooks Daniel Franco

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I am helping spread the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ through 
our live streaming video church 
broadcasts. God has blessed 
me with over 30 years of TV 
production and I am using this 
talent at my church. 

DEAN
SFIKAS

Dean has used his audio/visual 
talents to design a  sophisticated 
solution to the isolation of 
parishioners resulting from the 
pandemic. Even those previously
unable to church themselves 
feel as though they are now  
participating in congregational 
worship.

Rev. Fr. John Mamangakis
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St. John Chrysostom  •  Hobe Sound, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Nicholas Neamonitis  
Daughters: 
Nicole Hickson, Danielle Smith 
and Tanya Iardella  
Parents: 
Alexander & Kay Tsintgiras  
Brother: 
Theodore 
6 grand-daughters, 1 great 
-grandson

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I have been gifted a wonderful life 
filled with faith , loving family and 
spirituality, I would like to show 
my thankfulness to God for His 
blessings by giving back to others!

THOMAE 
NEAMONITIS

Thomae has been active 
in worship at Saint John 
Chrysostom. She serves on the 
Philoptochos Board, the Parish 
Council, manages our Bookstore 
and helps with our feeding of the 
hungry at LAHIA one Tuesday 
per month.  She is a dedicated 
Orthodox Christian who disdains 
the limelight, but sincerely 
deserves the accolades of the 
Archangel Michael Award. 

Rev. Fr. Andrew Mahalares
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St. John Chrysostom  •  Hobe Sound, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Anastasia

Children: 
Constantine, Nicholas and Marie 
Kori

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I’m able to find peace by 
remembering that God has a 
reason for all that we do. I find 
my soul renewed by being in 
Church and hearing the gospel. 

PETER 
NAKOS

Peter was one of the many 
“snowbirds” who escaped New 
York during cold weather. He 
has, however, completed the 
transfer and is a permanent 
resident of Florida. He has been 
active at Saint John’s for a few 
years, but when our Treasurer 
became ill, Peter decided to 
help and finally assumed the 
position of Treasurer. He and his 
beloved wife Annie (Anastasia), 
also a New York native, are quite 
active in the overall life of the 
parish with worship, dinners, 
preparations for Easter and Holy 
Days. 
He is faithful to the Traditions 
of our Faith and the customs of 
his Greek Orthodox roots. He 
has been and is a “herald” of our 
Christian Orthodox faith and a 
faithful supporter of our Saint 
John Chrysostom parish family. 

Rev. Fr. Andrew Mahalares
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St. George  •  Hollywood, FL

proud, she was the only senior 
student to participate in
 the St. John Chrysostom 
Oratorical Festival via video 
conference. She
 presented her speech knowing 
that there might be no reward at 
the end, 
 such as a district competition. 
She simply wanted to present to 
share her
 love and knowledge of St. 
Nektarios. There is no better 
youth 
 fervent call of Archangel Michael 
to ‘attend and only do what is 
pleasing 
 to God’ as much as Cassandra 
has this past year.

Rev. Fr. Ioannis Vernikos

FAMILY
Parents: 
Patti and Andrea Leontsinis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The structure and senses of 
community helps push me to 
strive to be a better person and 
Christian.

CASSANDRA 
LEONTSINIS

Many high school seniors 
start their school year each 
September consumed within 
their own secular world of school 
studies, friendship, working, 
preparing for college, and even 
dating. As senior year comes 
to an end, it is easy for a senior 
student to go into neutral and 
coast through the end of the 
year. Cassandra Leontsinis has 
done the opposite since the 
ecclesiastical year has begun, 
especially as it relates to her
 journey towards salvation. She 
has realized that each day is a 
gift and throughout this year 
has increased her efforts to 
understand God’s will and to 
be more fervent in spirit. She 
increased her efforts to attend 
church, often driving herself on 
Sundays, she learned to fast, she 
attended religious education 
class regularly and even on 
weeks when she was the only 
student, she participated in other 
aspects of parish life such as 
GOYA and Dance and she signed 
up to attend camp retreats out 
of state even though they ended 
up being cancelled due to the 
pandemic. Of which we are most 

with others, and she is full of love, 
warmth and is a forgiving person. 
Her best friend really is Christ 
and that is a model of behavior 
we should all want to mimic and 
appreciate.

Rev. Fr. Ioannis Vernikos

FAMILY
Son: 
Gianni Kvachuk
Father: 
John Stratigakis 

Sister: 
Angela Stratigakis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I Love God So Much! He is the 
center of my entire life. My heart 
and soul feel complete when I am 
present in His Holy House! I Truly 
thank Him for all of my blessings.

PANGEOTA 
STRATIGAKIS

Panageota truly lives the faith and 
illuminates minds with the light 
of the Gospel. Not only does she 
answer the call to come and help 
at the church when needed for 
any task, often even at the last 
minute, but she also co-teaches 
the largest religious education 
class for youth ages 6-12. She is a 
great example to her son, Gianni, 
and displays the love she has 
for both her family, her children 
in class, her church community 
and Christ in all she does. If 
you text her you will always be 
greeted with a warm text back 
and something about the recent 
Gospel reading or and idea of 
something new to share with the 
children. If you see her in person, 
you will receive a huge hug and 
kiss and feel all the warmth and 
love of a sibling even if you are 
just an acquaintance. You will 
never end a conversation without 
being asked if you need anything: 
a bite to eat, a ride somewhere, 
or her phone number in case you 
need something later. At times, 
and in a positive way, Panageota 
feels like a Michael- ‘like unto God’. 
She seems to be right where you 
need her, she spreads the Gospel 
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St. George  •  Hollywood, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Andreas Spyridakis

Daughters: 
Laurie Ann Galt and Lyndia 
Anastasia Carter

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The LOVE and the FORGIVENESS 
for His Creation, is what burns 
my soul for OUR GOD.

DIAMADO 
SPYRIDAKIS

Diamando Spyridakis is an 
exemplary woman that has 
shown time and time again that 
her qualities as a loving and 
caring individual has helped 
many people young and old 
in our community to thrive 
and become active members 
of our parish. Diamando has 
worked tirelessly over many 
decades at St. George in 
promoting the philanthropic 
ministry of Philoptochos without 
compromising her integrity and 
love for her faith. Many times 
Diamando has gone out of her 
way to help disenfranchised 
people and with her kindness 
and love has brought comfort 
and peace in many people’s lives. 
She is truly a magnificent person!

Rev. Fr. Ioannis Vernikos
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St. Andrew  •  Miami, FL

JASON A. 
CEAVERS MD

Jason is a faithful and devout 
Orthodox Christian who loves 
the church. His dedication and 
devotion to the church has 
inspired many of our young 
adults. Jason has been part 
of our community from his 
birth and continues to be an 
inspiration and example for 
others to follow. Jason and his 
family are loved and respected 
by our whole community.

Rev. Fr. Aristidis Arizi

FAMILY
Parents: 
James and Mary Ceavers 
Brothers: 
James Ceavers and Nicholas 
Ceavers
Sister-in-law: 
Olivia Ceavers 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Throughout my life no matter 
what the situation, God and His 
Holy Church has always been the 
one place I know I can count on 
to help and guide me down the 
correct path.

GEORGE 
MOYSSIDIS

George is a faithful and devout 
Orthodox Christian who loves 
the church. His dedication and 
devotion to the church has 
inspired many of our families. 
George has been part of our 
community since the beginning 
and continues to be an inspiration 
and example for others to follow. 
George and his family are loved 
and respected by our whole 
community.

Rev. Fr. Aristidis Arizi

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Barbara Moyssidis
Son and Daughter-in-law: 
Stavros and Alicia Moyssidis 

Son and Daughter-in-law: 
Christopher and Andy Moyssidis 
Daughter and Son-in-law: 
Elizabeth and Chris Kyrou

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
As a youth serving with my Theio 
Papatheodoros, I learned that true 
success only comes through the 
church, teaching us our ethics, 
tradition, and love.
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St. Andrew  •  Miami, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Jim Ceavers

Children: 
James, Nicholas and Jason 

Father: 
Henry Angelo Jr

Siblings: 
Henry Angelo III and Nicholas 
Angelo

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I feel that God has blessed me 
with a beautiful family and a 
wonderful life. I love my church 
and it is with great pride and 
pleasure that I can devote time 
to serve God and the church. 

MARY 
CEAVERS

Mary is remarkably faithful, a 
true leader, filled with faith, love 
and devotion to our Lord and 
our Saint Andrew Church. She 
has been and continues to be 
an amazing example for others 
to learn from and follow, we are 
very blessed to have her and her 
beautiful family as part of our 
Saint Andrew family.

Rev. Fr. Aristidis Arizi

NATALIA ELENA 
PADILLO-ANTHEMIDES

Nata is kind, filled with faith, love 
and devotion to our Lord and our 
Saint Andrew Church. She is a 
remarkable example for Goyans 
to learn from and follow. We are 
very blessed to have her and her 
beautiful family as part of our 
Saint Andrew family.

Rev. Fr. Aristidis Arizi

FAMILY
Mother: 
Despina Anthemides 

Father: 
Jose Manuel Padillo Deceased 
due to cancer in 2008  

Brothers: 
Pablo Padillo-Anthemides (25)
Nicolas Padillo-Anthemides (21)

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I’m realizing more as I live that 
the one who, as much as you 
take or give, keeps on giving 
more, is Jesus Christ.
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St. Sophia Cathedral  •  Miami, FL

FAMILY
Father: 
John Kiskinis 
Mother: 
Amy Kiskinis 
Sister: 
Caroline Kiskinis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I believe my journey with God has 
flourished through service events 
and connections with my fellow 
Goyans.  I am grateful that I had 
the opportunity to share my faith.

LINDSEY 
KISKINIS

Taking a cue from her fellow 
recipient and father, Lindsey 
brings a smile and joy wherever 
she goes. Her dedication to 
her church, and to the many 
ministries she has associated 
with highlight what it means to 
be an Orthodox Christian and a 
light placed on a hill. As a young 
person Lindsey has contributed 
to the Church on every level, be 
it during liturgical services, Goya 
retreats, parish fundraisers or in 
her leadership positions in and 
out of Church, Lindsey’ s love 
for the Church and her example 
to the world makes her our 
Archangel Michael Candidate for 
2020.

Rev. Fr. Spiro Bototas

FAMILY
Daughters: 
Lindsey and Caroline Kiskinis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I believe my journey of serving 
my parish brings me closer to my 
parents.  They met and married 
at St. Sophia and instilled the 
importance of our Faith and our 
lives.

JOHN 
KISKINIS

I first met John as a parish council 
member who loved the Church 
and who offered his time and 
talent. Eventually as the President 
of the Parish Council, he became 
a driving factor in growing the 
ministries of Saint Sophia and 
moving the Church forward. As 
president of the parish council 
his grit and determination rallied 
the parish towards stability. 
His selfless offering of time, his 
mentoring of others and his 
patience to bridge the differences 
that can occur in a parish 
exemplify what we are all called 
to be.  As a father, friend, parish 
councilman and parishioners, 
John is the definition of a Servant 
Leader.

Rev. Fr. Spiro Bobotas

2020



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS SOUTHEASTERN FLORIDA CONFERENCE65

St. Sophia Cathedral  •  Miami, FL

FAMILY
Mom: 
Ana Cabrera

Father: 
Julio Cabrera  

Sister: 
Giulissa Cabrera 

Sister: 
Jennifer Cabrera 

Sister: 
Julie Cabrera

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God’s forgiveness drives me to 
become a better person and His 
community full of kind people 
has taught me the meaning of 
faith, love, family, and inspires me 
to follow my dreams. 

GIULIANA PAOLA 
CABRERA

Although very shy, Giuliana 
allows the Light of Christ 
to shine through her. She is 
constantly uplifting her peers 
and promoting the love of Christ 
in thought, word and action. Her 
consistent participation and her 
willingness to work, share and 
promote the faith is inspiring.

Rev. Fr. Spiro D. Bobotas

 

JANE 
BALORAS

Whether it is helping to feed 
those in need, gathering items 
for those less fortunate or 
assisting in the many events of 
our parish, Jane is always the 
first to offer her time and energy 
for the Glory of God.

Rev. Fr. Spiro D. Bobotas

FAMILY
Widow 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
When my husband was ill, St 
Sophia was my refuge. I didn’t 
participate directly for a long 
time - I eventually met several 
senior members who welcomed 
me and helped me become who 
and what I am today.
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St. Katherine  •  Naples, FL

FOTI JOHN 
FRANGAKIS

Archangel Michael is the 
protector of the Christian Family. 
As our Parish Council President 
these last four years and as an 
Archon, Foti is truly a guardian of 
our St. Katherine community, the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America, and of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. His every breath is 
aimed at the progress and well 
being of our parish family. We 
are blessed to have him in our 
community.

Rev. Fr. Philemon Patitsas

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Joyce Frangakis 
Son: 
John Robert Frangakis 
Daughter: 
Adrienne Marie Frangakis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My parents raised me to support 
the Church and I have done so 
in the three Parishes I have been 
blessed to be a member.

JOYCE ELAINE 
FRANGAKIS

Joyce is quietly and continually 
advocating for the good in 
everything she does, from the 
moment she wakes up in the 
morning, until she lays her head 
on the pillow. Axoi!

Rev. Fr. Philemon Patitsas

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Fotios John Frangakis
Son: 
John Robert Frangakis 

Daughter: 
Adrienne Marie Frangakis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Since becoming a baptized 
Orthodox Christian as an adult it 
has been a wonderful journey and 
I am so blessed to live it through 
Him.
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St. Katherine  •  Naples, FL

VLASIOS P. 
ALBANIS M.D.

Dr. Vlasios is dedicating 
completely to serving the Lord.

Rev. Fr. Demetre Mott

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Anastasia Albanis 

Children: 
Dr Chris Albanis & Peter Albanis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I serve the Church because I 
feel at peace with my fellow 
parishioners and to follow Jesus’s 
wisdom of loving “thy neighbor 
as thyself”.

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Witnessing my faith along with 
my partner in Christ Fr. Bill of 
Blessed Memory for fifty six 
years, has been the greatest 
Gift from God.  His love for God, 
Faith, His exemplary service to 
the Church inspired me to join 
him in his ministry.  Teaching 
the youth to learn and live 
and faith, working with and 
guilding the parents. with God’s 
guidance creating friendship 
with the elderly, and helping the 
needy has given me a special 
spiritual strength that I will 
always treasure.  Having lived 
and participated in the spiritual 
ministry of the church has helped 
me to continue in this path, and 
try to become a better Christian. 

PRESBYTERA 
CHRISINE
KEHAYES

Presbytera Kehayes has been an 
exemplary humble servant of the 
church.

Rev. Fr. Demetre Mott

FAMILY
Sisters: 
Mrs. Helen Rigas and Koula 
Holmquist

Sons: 
Fr. Spior Kehayes, Peter Kehayes, 
Paul Kehayes 

Daughter: 
Naya Kehayes Head 

13 Grand Children and 8 Great 
Grand Children 

2021



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS SOUTHEASTERN FLORIDA CONFERENCE68

Annunciation  •  North Miami, FL

MARO 
PANAYIOTOU

Blessed is he who consumes the 
bread of love, which is Jesus! 
He who eats of love eats Christ, 
the God over all, as John bears 
witness, saying, ‘God is love’.

St Isaac of Syria

FAMILY
George Payaiotou
Elaine Panayiotou Lugo
Pete Panayiotou

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
May Archangel Michael Protect all 
people of this Metropolis.
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Annunciation  •  North Miami, FL

STRATOS 
VRANAS

Zeal and dedication to the 
liturgical tradition of the Church. 
Cantor and lecturer.

Rev. Fr. Frank Marangos

FAMILY
Brother: 
Apostolos Vranas 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Help the Greek community stay 
together, preserve & maintain 
our Greek Orthodox faith and the 
Greek language, history & culture 
and return to the community 
some of the opportunities 
America offered me.

PAMELA SUTTON 
LALLA

Always places people before 
herself. Great zeal to helping the 
church in any way necessary

Rev. Fr. Frank Marangos

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Demetri Lalla

Parents: 
Sam and Athena Sutton (Both 
Deceased) 

Sisters: 
Sally Watson, Dora Tsongranis, 
and Betty Baril

Brothers: 
Christopher Sutton, James 
Sutton (Deceased) and Nicholas 
Sutton (Deceased) 
,
God-Father: 
Nicholas Athan (Deceased)

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
His love, forgiveness and grace. 
He is our Savior the only way to 
salvation is through Him.
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St. Catherine  •  West Palm Beach, FL

KAREN GRACE 
HELSTROM

Karen exemplifies the qualities 
of a ‘Michael’. She serves 
our community with great 
enthusiasm. She represents the 
best qualities of our parish and 
always with kindness and love for 
our parishioners.

Rev. Fr Andrew Maginas

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Terry Helstrom 
Sons: 
Carl and Kyle Helstrom 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Knowing that God is there to 
love and protect all of us who 
love him. Being in my church and 
singing praises to the Lord brings 
Peace and Love to my soul and 
strengthens my faith.

NICHOLAS 
ANADIOTIS

Nicholas has served as a Parish 
Council officer. He continues to 
serve our parish with tremendous 
energy and devotion. He is always 
willing to assist our ministries with 
his expertise. His interaction with 
our parishioners is always positive 
and well met.

Rev. Fr Andrew Maginas

FAMILY
Parents: 
George and Victoria Anadiotis
Brother: 
Michael Anadiotis 

Sister: 
Garifalia Anadiotis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Being active in the Church 
presents opportunities to offer my 
time, talents, and treasures to help 
serve and support others who are 
on the same spiritual journey.
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St. Catherine  •  West Palm Beach, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Anna

Daughters: 
Antonia, and Konstantina 

Granddaughter: 
Katerina

Great Grandson: 
Lefteris

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My parents led me to walk in 
our Lord’s path. In my childhood 
years during the World War and 
Civil War in Greece the Lord kept 
us all safe. 

THEODORE (TED) 
ROUGAS

Theodoros has participated in 
our parish services as psalti for 
over 30 years. His dedication and 
love of Christ and His church is 
evident in his devotion to our 
parish. During the pandemic 
shut down of services open to 
the congregation, he was there 
assisting with the readings and 
chanting without fail.

Rev. Fr. Andrew Maginas

 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Angeliki Livadiotis 

4 Children and 4 Grandchildren 

Parents: 
Passed away a few years ago. 
They have 11 Children and 28 
Grandchildren. 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
That happens when we make 
God and His Holy Church our 
priority in our life. 

PANOS 
LIVADIOTIS

Dr. Panos has been our parish 
psalti for several years. He 
travels a distance to be with us 
on Sundays, major feast days, 
and Holy Week. His presentation 
of the hymns of our church is 
carefully prepared and presented  
for the Glory of God. During 
the months of the pandemic 
shut down of services open to 
the congregation, he faithfully 
travelled and assisted for the 
services which we continued to 
live stream. He is diligent in his 
service to Christ and the church.

Rev. Fr. Andrew Maginas
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Holy Trinity  •  Baton Rouge, LA

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Natalie 

Baby: 
Malek 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I give thanks and believe that all 
God given talents should be put 
to good use.

RAY ANTOINE
MALEK 

Ray is pure goodness...It’s not 
the priest just saying something 
to be nice....it’s genuinely true....
As one of our parishioners 
(himself a good person) said 
to me: “Just being around Ray 
makes me want to be a better 
person!”...that’s really true. You 
can honestly say of Ray, as was 
said of the apostle Nathaniel: 
“There, truly, is a man without 
guile!” Ray serves the church 
selflessly, without fanfare or 
calling attention to himself; but 
in a way that is genuine, sincere, 
and without pretense from the 
heart, for love of God and the 
community.... Ray, together with 
his wife Natalie, bring light and 
life and goodness to our church 
and to all who know them!

Rev. Fr. Anthony Monteleone

P  

2020



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS WESTERN CONFERENCE75

Holy Trinity  •  Baton Rouge, LA

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Shurouq 

Children: 
Faris and Karmel 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I believe in One God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and 
invisible...
.

GHASSAN
ALYATIM

Ghassan (Gus) through his 
dedicated service to the church 
in Baton Rouge as Parish 
Council member; his exemplary 
dedication to his family; his 
participation in the church’s 
liturgical life; and his ever 
pleasant and cordial manner, has 
been an essential presence in our 
church and community in Baton 
Rouge. In these, and in many 
ways, Ghassan (Gus) exemplifies 
the qualities of an Archangel 
Michael honoree! With much 
appreciation for Ghassan’s 
service and example to the 
Church

Rev. Fr. Anthony Monteleone
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Holy Trinity  •  Biloxi, MS

CALEB J.  
BRIDGES

Caleb lives his Orthodox faith, is 
all about worship and liturgical 
life serving in the altar, working 
at fund-raising events. He truly is 
an example of love and devotion 
to God.

Rev. Fr. Dean Gigicos  
   

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Melissa Bridges 

Parents: 
Rodney and Karen Bridges 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I passionately long to follow 
in the footsteps of those holy 
men and women who have truly 
surrendered their own self-will in 
service and sacrafice to God, and 
their brother.

DONNA O. 
COLLINS

Donna’s radiates goodness, her 
strong faith is clearly evident in 
her family life, unending service 
to the church, giving her time 
and talent as Vice President 
on the Parish Council and 
helping out at our International 
Christmas Festival and as 
alternate treasurer.

Rev. Fr. Dean Gigicos 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
John J Collins

Daughter: 
Daniele Tatum 

Son: 
Austin Rocconi

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
When we pray at the beginning 
of the Liturgy ‘for the peace of 
the whole world’ I think of my 
family, pets and all His creation.
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Holy Trinity  •  Biloxi, MS

AKATERINA
VAMVAKAS

Akaterina is a dedicated and 
faithful Orthodox Christian 
and inspires everyone with her 
dedicated work and participation 
in the life of the Church. She 
gives tirelessly of her time 
and talents to help the parish  
community and our parish family. 
She shows her love for her faith 
and parish community with all 
the work she does on behalf of 
our parish family and community. 
She truly represents selfless 
giving on behalf of others and 
in service to our Holy Church. It 
is an honor to honor her in this 
way.

Rev. Fr. Paisius McGrath
 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I love GOD, I can’t live without 
GOD, GOD is the core of my 
life.. He is always there for me, 
he loves me, he protects me, he 
guides me, he is everything Glory 
to GOD all the time.

 

CRISTIAN
IONESCU

Cristian Ionescu is a dedicated 
and faithful Orthodox Christian 
and a faithful member of Holy 
Trinity parish. He devotes much 
time in working for the good of 
our parish community. He gives 
of his time and talents in physical 
and spiritual labor on behalf 
of our parish community. He is 
always there to help in any and 
every way on behalf of the parish 
community and all our people. 
He truly helps to be a shining 
example to all of us and shows 
his zeal and dedication to our 
Orthodox Faith and putting into 
practice his faith and in sharing 
with and caring for others. It is a 
pleasure to honor him in this way.

Rev. Fr. Paisius McGrath
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Sts. Markella and Demetrios  •  Mary Esther, FL

MEGAN LOREE 
MORGAN

“Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your 
good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven.” 
(Matthew 5:16)

Rev. Fr. Thomas Guerry

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Matthew Morgan 

Son: 
Jonathan Morgan 

Parents: 
John and Patricia Kubitzki 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I love the music of the Orthodox 
Church, and hope to continue 
offering songs of praise for as 
long as God wills it.

JONATHAN 
EDWARD MORGAN

“The Lord is my light and my 
salvation: whom shall I fear? The 
Lord is the stronghold of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 
(Psalm 26/27:1)

Rev. Fr. Thomas Guerry

FAMILY
Parents: 
Matthew and Megan Morgan

Grandparents: 
John and Connie Morgan 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I love being in the altar and 
serving and I hope I can continue 
serving to help everyone in the 
community.
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Sts. Markella and Demetrios  •  Mary Esther, FL

JACK CHARLES
PUGH

Those who trust in the Lord 
are like Mount Zion, which is 
not moved, but abides forever. 
(Psalm 125)

Rev. Fr. Thomas Guerry

FAMILY
Parents: 
Billy and Elizabeth Pugh                

Brothers: 
Eric and Alex 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I am always reminded of the 
great sacrifice that God made for 
us-- nothing that I can do or give 
really compares.

.

MARCEL
MURESAN

“A True Laborer in the Lord’s 
Vineyard”

Rev. Fr. Thomas Guerry
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St. Athanasios Hellenic Orthodox  •  Gulf Shores, AL

ANDY
OPENSHAW

Mr. Openshaw loves God and 
church with all his heart. It is 
very hard to write all good things 
he does. He is the man full of 
love and goodness. We are 
very blessed to have him in our 
church community.

Rev. Fr. Sasa Turkic

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Jenny Openshaw 

Sons: 
Zac Openshaw and Chris 
Openshaw  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
With God’s grace I am learning to 
love, to show mercy, to forgive, 
and to serve as our Lord taught 
us.

MALLORIE
PAPADELIAS

Mallorie has dedicated herself 
completely to God and by doing 
so she gives a good example 
to do the same. She has been 
involved in every parish activity 
with all her heart. We are very 
proud of her.

Rev. Fr. Sasa Turkic

FAMILY
Parents: 
Thomas and Julie Papadelias

Brother: 
Antonio Papadelias 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
As finite beings, we all are on a 
quest for truth. Truth is found 
in Truth Himself, God. Being a 
part of the Church that Christ 
established, and surrounded by 
others who value this, brings me 
fulfillment in my journey to Truth.
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St. Athanasios Hellenic Orthodox  •  Gulf Shores, AL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Jenna

Daughters: 
Averi and Hadley Adams 

Mother: 
Patsy Adams 

Mother: 
Jackie Adams Smith

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I try my best to help and support 
others all the time. I believe that
we’re all here to support each 
other no matter our color, race, 
or background and to love one 
another as God loves his church.

ANGELO
ADAMS

Angelo has been an active 
member of our church for many 
years, participating in church 
council, leadership programs, 
etc., and attending services with 
his wife and kids regularly. He 
has been an excellent role model
for those seeking a more active 
and rewarding relationship with 
God.

Rev. Fr. Sasa Turkic

 

JENNY
OPENSHAW

Jenny loves God, church and 
people with all her heart. She has 
been an active member of our 
church, participating in church 
choir, leadership programs, etc.
and attending all church services. 
I have been pleased to witness 
Jenny’s spiritual growth over 
time, and I look forward to 
seeing it blossom further. I 
respect her as a person of good 
moral character, and as a bright 
spot in our congregation.

Rev. Fr. Sasa Turkic

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Andy Openshaw

Son: 
Zachary and Christopher 
Openshaw

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
As a member of my parish’s 
choir, I am overcome by the 
enduring power and beauty of 
the Divine Liturgy each time it is 
performed.
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Holy Trinity-St. John the Theologian  •  Jackson, MS

ERYNN
THEODORE
STURGON

FRANKLIN 
THOMAS
STURGON

Erynn has been active in the 
church Sunday School, Altar 
Server, and reading the Epistle 
Readings. Erynn recently 
attained the rank of Eagle Scout 
and is quite active in his high 
school. He is fine young man and 
deserves to be honored for all 
his accomplishment both in the 
parish and his community.

Rev. Fr. Andrew Koufopoulos

FAMILY
Parents: 
Frank and Lana Sturgon 

Brother: 
Franklin Thomas Sturgon 
QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
What makes my “Soul burn for 
God” is the Joy in helping others 
through bad times, finding their 
way in life and helping them be 
happy.

Thomas has been an active 
young member of the Parish - 
he attends liturgy often with his 
parents. He is a recent graduate 
of High school with distinction. 
He attended Sunday School and 
always took part in the Christmas 
programs. He deserves this 
recognition because he has 
always done the best that he 
could do in all the things he 
attempts to accomplish.

Rev. Fr. Andrew Koufopoulos

FAMILY
Parents: 
Frank and Lana Sturgon

Brother: 
Erynn Sturgon  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I enjoy helping make people 
happy.
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Holy Trinity-St. John the Theologian  •  Jackson, MS
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Annunciation  •  Mobile, AL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Stephanie D. Grust 

Daughter: 
Amerisa Christina Kyriazis 

Son: 
Alexandros Kyriazis     

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My parents advice growing up 
was – Do something good in 
your life everyday!!!

DIMITRIS K.
KYRIAZIS

Dr. Dimitris serves our beloved 
Annunciation community as 
Parish Council president. As a 
renowned and well-respected 
surgeon, he not only is 
concerned with our parishioners’ 
physical well-being, but also 
their spiritual well-being. During 
the Coronavirus pandemic, Dr. 
Dimitris provided his expert 
medical advice to everyone who 
sought him. His leadership and 
passion for his Orthodox faith 
are examples for all of us. I’m 
honored to nominate Dr. Dimitris 
as the Archangel Michael Award 
recipient for Mobile, AL, and pray 
that our Lord, the Physician of 
our souls and bodies, continues 
to bless the work of his hands.

Rev. Fr. Matthew Carter

FAMILY
Mother: 
Melani Pitsios 

Father: 
Thomas W. Luther 

Brother: 
Theodore Thomas Pitsios-Lither

Sister: 
Hazel Ann Pitsios-Luther  
   
QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I have been in the church my 
whole life, and I just enjoy 
helping others as often as I can. 

NICHOLAS 
JEROME

PITSIOS-LUTHER

Nicholas is an active member 
of our Annunciation community 
and serves as a role model to all 
ages. He participates regularly 
in Sunday School, GOYA, Greek 
dancing, St. John Chrysostom 
Oratorical Festival, and serves 
as an Acolyte in the holy altar. I 
pray that he continues to grow 
in his faith and has opportunities 
to share his love for Christ with 
those around him.

Rev. Fr. Matthew Carter
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Annunciation  •  Mobile, AL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
George 

Children: 
Theofilos and Ana  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
If you want to be happy for 
the rest of your life, stay in the 
Orthodox Church. The more 
you learn, the more there is to 
discover. I wish for everyone to 
taste the sweetness and feel the 
warmth of our faith!

DESPINA
KOULIANOS

Despina truly embodies 
our Lord’s two greatest 
commandments of Loving 
God with all of your heart, 
soul, strength, and mind; and 
loving your neighbor as yourself 
(Luke 10:27). She is an active 
member of our community and 
a dedicated ministry leader. 
For many years she has taught 
both Sunday School and Greek 
School; she has organized our 
summer Vacation Bible School; 
she is active in both our local 
and Metropolis Philoptochos; she 
sings in our choir and teaches 
our youth Greek dance. Despina 
is also the director of our 
Metropolis Christ the Good 
Shepherd Special Needs Family 
Camp for special needs focusing 
on Autism. I am very blessed to 
work with her and am inspired 
by  her love for Christ and our 
Orthodox Church. 

Rev. Fr. Matthew Carter

 

FAMILY
Mother: 
Tonie Ann Coumanis Torrans 

Brother: 
Nicholas Anthony Torrans 

Grandparents: 
Kathryn and Nick Coumanis

Father: 
Jerry Edward Torrans, Jr     

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I love that I can worship with 
my family and find comfort in 
our family pew. As someone 
who loves history, I love that our 
Church is so full of history and 
tradition.

JERRY EDWARD
TORRANS III

(TREY)

Trey is an active member of our 
community and an inspiration 
to all ages. He attends services 
regularly and participates in our 
Sunday School program and 
in GOYA. He also volunteers at 
our annual Greek Festival and 
has written essays for the St. 
John Chrysostom Oratorical 
Festival and has participated in 
our annual All Saints Festival. I 
pray that he continues to grow 
in his faith and has opportunities 
to share his love for Christ with 
those around him. 

Rev. Fr. Matthew Carter
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Sts. Constantine and Helen  •  Monroe, LA

MARIANA
FORSELL

Mariana is a very devout young 
woman and mother of two 
small children. She has up 
until recently been the chair 
of the fundraising committee 
organizing gyro and bake sales 
on behalf of the parish, as well as 
being one of the Sunday school 
teachers.

Rev. Fr. Eudokimos-Martin 
Harding

FAMILY
John, Vera and Julian 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God is our Father, but not like an 
earthly father who loves us only  
conditionally. It feels good to know 
there is someone who loves us 
unconditionally and cares about 
us always.

ISAAC
LOFTON

Isaac is a very devout member 
of the congregation. He is one 
of our regular chanters on both 
Sundays and weekdays. He has 
also been involved in a number 
of major projects on behalf of 
the parish. Isaac is currently a 
student at U.L.M.

Rev. Fr. Eudokimos-Martin 
Harding
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Holy Trinity Cathedral  •  New Orleans, LA

DEBORAH HADJES
FUNTI

Active for 40 years in: Young 
Adult activities, delegate 
to Clergy Laity Congresses, 
Philoptochos, Sunday Church 
School Hymnology class, founder 
of the Hotel Hope/Philoptochos 
partnership.

Rev. Fr. George Wilson

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Vasili Funti 

Parents: 
Sophie and Willard Hadjes 

Sisters: 
Wanita Hadjes Loupakos and 
Diane Hadjes Vroulis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The Candle of Christ burns 
brighter in my heart when 
I spread His love through 
witnessing and serving our Holy 
Church and our fellow man. 

 

ANDREAS DIMITRI
POULIS

Andreas has been an officer in 
GOYA for the past few years, 
this year he has been president 
which has showcased his 
leadership ability. He has served 
faithfully as an acolyte and has 
had near perfect attendance in 
Sunday Church School for the 
past few years.

Rev. Fr. George Wilson

FAMILY
Mother: 
Katerina Tsatsoulis Sutton 

Father: 
Dimitri Poulis

Siblings: 
Athena Sutton, Angelina Sutton 
and Aphrodite Sutton

     
QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My faith in knowing I have the 
true unconditional love of Jesus.

2020



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS WESTERN CONFERENCE89

Holy Trinity Cathedral  •  New Orleans, LA

ALEXANDROS
KOROMINAS

Alex has served as an acolyte in 
the Holy Altar for many years 
and continues now that he has 
finished college and is a young 
professional. He has been a 
GOYA advisor for many years, 
has accompanied our GOYANS 
to the Winter Youth Rally, he has 
volunteered as a counselor at the 
Saint Stephen Summer Camp 
at our Diakonia Retreat Center, 
he participates in our Cathedral 
Hellenic Dancers and has also 
performed at Hellenic Dance 
Festivals.

Rev. Fr. George Wilson

FAMILY 
Two parents, three siblings

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My involvement in our 
community (GOYA, Sunday 
School, Diakonia Center, Altar, 
Hellenic Dancing)

 

CORNELIA Y.
KONIDITSIOTIS,

PH.D.

Cornelia has offered her time 
and talent to many ministries at 
the Cathedral, including director 
of Sunday Church School and 
recently president of our Ladies 
Philoptochos Chapter Elpis - just 
to name a few.

Rev. Fr. George Wilson

FAMILY
Spouse: 
John E. Koniditsiotis 

Children: 
Elias J. Koniditsiotis & Harry J. 
Koniditsiotis 

Grandchildren: 
Sophie Angelle, Samuel John, 
John Frances

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God and His Holy Church are 
inseparable and mean everything 
to me, helping us always.
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St. John The Theologian  •  Panama City, FL

ATHENA
COUMALATSOS

If we live with Him and associate 
with Him, we shall ascend with 
Him and be assumed with Him 
into Heaven. And that not merely 
when we depart this life, but 
even now. Rather, He will take us 
up and glorify us with Him and 
bestow on us the enjoyment of 
eternal benefits. 

St. Symeon the New Theologian

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Constantinos Coumalatos 
(Decease) 

Children: 
Chrisanthi C. Hall, Adamantini C. 
Smith, Demetrios Coumalatsos

Grandchildren: 
Alexandria, Athina, Demetrios, 
John-Michael and Ann-Marie

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I take pride in being a Greek 
Orthodox Christian and practice 
emulating Christ. 

PANA
GREGG

Let us hold fast, therefore, to 
prayer and humility, for together 
with watchfulness they act like 
a burning sword against the 
demons. If we do this, we shall 
daily and hourly be able to 
celebrate a secret festival of joy 
within our hearts. 

St. Hesychios the Priest

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Jeff 

Children: 
Duncan Mikael, Sandra Even and 
Susannah Lambrini

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
We have seen God work miracles 
in our lives, only through loving 
others and being of service can 
we share His Greatness, Love and 
Grace.
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St. John The Theologian  •  Panama City, FL

ANDREW D.
POULIS

Andrew is our Protopsalty and a 
pillar of the community.

Rev. Fr. George Dursa

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Maria

Children: 
Dimitri &Jessica

Grandchildren: 
Joachim, Stefanos & Alexios

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Be the best I can be in my 
community and especially those 
in need.

DR. ROBERT M.
COPP

He has been our church music 
leader for 15 years and never 
misses a Sunday!!!

Rev. Fr. George Dursa

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Tatiana Copp 

Mother: 
Lyudmilla Sapozhnikova

Children: 
Donna Maria and Rick, Michael 
Copp, Sonya Garner, Pavel and 
Caroline Orlovsky

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God has guided me and given 
me everything I am; he has 
protected me, loved me and 
laughed and cried with me. I am 
his.
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Annunciation  •  Pensacola, FL

STELIOS
VATSOLAKIS

Stelios is our Protopsaliti here 
at Annunciation Church. He has 
a great talent that he offers to 
praise our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. All the time, and during 
the times of the Corona Virus, 
he is present to make sure we 
continued our services with a 
great quality and of course much 
praise. 

Rev. Fr. Sampson N. Kasapakis

ATHENA 
STAMATELOS 

STAVISKI

She is our Philoptochos 
President here at Annunciation 
Church. She inspires and 
empowers our Philoptochos 
group to serve our Church and 
the Local Pensacola area. 

Rev. Fr. Sampson N. Kasapakis 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Gregory Staviski 

Children: 
Nicholas, Peter, and Nina

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The passion and love that I have 
for God and His Holy Church is 
all encompassing. I try to protect 
my faith in today’s turbulent 
world. Our interactions have 
a ripple effect on everyone or 
everything we encounter. 
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Annunciation  •  Pensacola, FL

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Katherine G. Randall 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My soul burns for God and His 
Holy Church in my journey to 
becoming a “Michael” by His 
forgiveness, performing God’s 
will in my life.

WILLIAM M.
RANDALL

After our parish Protopsalti 
made a permanent move back 
to Greece, William, stepped up 
immediately alongside his wife, 
Katherine to embrace our chant 
ministry and has devoted himself 
to be present and liturgically 
prepared for every single service, 
including every weekday feast, 
every service throughout Lent, 
and every service during Holy 
Week. William has also earnestly 
offered from an array of many 
other talents and areas of 
expertise to help manage and 
affectionately care for other 
issues around the parish. We’re 
so very grateful for William’s 
joyful focus on offering of himself 
to the ministry of our Lord.

Rev. Fr Allan-Gabriel Boyd

 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
William M Randall 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
From a young child I have felt 
God’s presence in my life. I praise 
the Lord, singing to my God as 
long as I exist.

KATHERINE G.
RANDALL

After our parish Protopsalti 
made a permanent move back 
to Greece, Katherine stepped 
up immediately to take the role 
of leading our chant ministry 
and has devoted herself to be 
present and liturgically prepared 
for every single service, including 
every weekday feast, every 
service throughout Lent, and 
every service during Holy Week. 
She also fulfills a leadership 
role within Philoptochos, and is 
always present to help with any 
other task befitting her many 
talents. She fervently does all this 
with a humble, loving, Christ-like 
spirit, honoring those around 
her, in spite of any difficulties. 
Katherine is such a blessing to 
our parish.

Rev. Fr. Allan-Gabriel Boyd

 

2021



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS CENTRAL CONFERENCE94



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS CENTRAL CONFERENCE95

Atlanta

Marietta Athens

Macon

Columbus
Montgomery

Birmingham

Huntsville

Cumming

Peachtree City

F
r.

 P
a

n
a

y
io

ti
s

 P
a

p
a

g
e

o
rg

io
u

C
en

tr
al

C
O

N
F

E
R

E
N

C
E



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS CENTRAL CONFERENCE96

 Annunciation Cathedral  •  Atlanta, GA

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Ned (Efthemios) 

Sons and Daughter-in-laws: 
Ned and Jennifer, Mark and Erin, 
Doug and Summer 

Grandchildren: 
Hayden, Jack, McCall, Drew, 
Kennedy, Chandler and Brady 

Brother and Sister-in-law: 
Dean and Paula Glenzes 

Niece: 
Alexandra

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My passion throughout my life 
has always been my church.  I 
truly enjoy working the many 
ministries and continue to 
maintain our tradition and faith!

OLGA GLENGES 
BIEHLER

Olga is the epitome of a faithful 
Orthodox Christian, who 
continues to serve and offer 
herself to many ministries of 
our Cathedral Parish Family. 
Olga carries her faith with her in 
all aspects of her life and is an 
inspiration to all who know her. 
We are grateful to have Olga as 
a  parishioner and as a gracious 
example of imitating Christ’s 
love.

Rev. Fr. Paul Kaplanis

 FAMILY
Spouse: 
Frances 

Children: 
Manuel (Mike III), Frank, Sophia, 
Anna, and Pauline 

Siblings: 
Nick, Pete, John and Harry 
(Deceased) 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My love and gratitude for 
my parents, from our early 
childhood, instilled in our family, 
a love and passion for our God, 
Church and the Clergy.

MANUEL (MIKE) 
GALIFIANAKIS JR.

Mike has been a faithful member 
of the Cathedral for many 
decades. He is known for his 
willingness to always volunteer 
his expertise and assistance for 
many facility projects, along with 
serving on the Parish Council 
and chairing an important area 
of the Atlanta Greek Festival. We 
are blessed to have Mike as an 
example of one who gives with 
his whole heart.

Rev. Fr. Paul A. Kaplanis
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Annunciation Cathedral  •  Atlanta, GA

CONSTANTINE 
(CONNIE) CARROS

Connie has humbly and 
graciously offered his service 
to the Annunciation Parish 
Family through his many years 
of service on the Parish Council, 
and offering his gifts and talents 
in electrical knowledge for years 
for all the needs of Festival. 
Connie has always eagerly and 
willingly stepped forward to 
assist his church in so many 
ways.

Rev. Fr. Paul Kaplanis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Voula

Sons: 
George and Eric  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Throughout my time at my 
Church, God has urged me to use 
my talents for His good. I have 
been a happy and willing servant.

2021
VICTOR G. 

POLIZOS M.D.
Dr. Vic as he is known in the 
Cathedral Parish Family has 
used his many gifts and talents 
in serving the Cathedral Parish 
Family, with dedication and 
distinction. His many years as a 
Sunday School Teacher, Parish 
Council member and volunteer 
have made an indelible mark 
upon parishioners of all ages.

Rev. Fr. Paul Kaplanis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Christina K. Polizos 

Daughter: 
Georgea V. Polizos  

Son and Daughter-in-law: 
Constantine V. and Andrea 
Pappas Polizos  

Grandson: 
Victor

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I’m reminded daily not only of 
the beauty of His love, but also of 
the works we are called to do to 
glorify His name.
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Holy Trinity-Holy Cross Cathedral  •  Birmingham, AL

STEPHEN 
MICHAELS

Stephen is a joy to be around 
and a model of dedication and 
responsibility. First and foremost, 
he serves the Lord in the altar 
every Sunday, even during 
Orthros! He is a great example 
to the younger altar boys. Now 
that he is in college, he is actively 
involved in the OCF. He also 
volunteers every year for our 
Vacation Church Camp, among 
many other things.

Rev. Fr. Gregory Edwards

FAMILY
Parents: 
Elaine and David Michaels 

Sisters: 
Katie and Anna Michaels 

Grandmother: 
Fannie Bonduris

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
“Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they do” (Luke 
23:34)

ALEXIS 
PAPPAS

Alexis lives and breathes the 
Church. She is the glue that 
binds together all the different 
ministries of our parish. Her 
boundless energy, positivity, 
and enthusiasm help fuel the 
ministries, so that we “never flag 
in zeal,” as the Apostle writes.

Rev. Fr. Gregory Edwards

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Dr. Peter G. Pappas 

Children: 
Stavros and Elias 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The relationships that I have 
made through the Orthodox 
Church make my soul burn and 
have changed my life forever. I 
am grateful.
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Holy Trinity-Holy Cross Cathedral  •  Birmingham, AL

ΧΆΡΙΣ 
HINSON

Karis and her family joined the 
Orthodox Church when she was 
10 years old. Over the last 2.5 
years, she and her family have 
thrown themselves into serving 
the Lord in His Church. She and 
her family drive 2 hours each 
way to attend church at least 
once per week. She studies 
iconography and Byzantine 
music online, and is brave 
enough to help at the chanters’ 
stand during all the services.

Rev. Fr. Gregory Edwards

FAMILY
Mother: 
Amanda E. Hinson 

Father: 
William J. Hinson 

Sister: 
Justice S. Hinson 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
When I chant, I feel pulled closer 
to Him, as though it’s just me 
offering my praise to Him, and 
nothing else matters.

 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Xeni (Sarris) Mercer 

Children: 
Richard, Mariellen, Christopher 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
All honors and glory goes to 
God for I am very thankful to be 
his servant. “But they that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall 
run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint.” Isaiah 
40:3

MARK L. 
MERCER

For decades now, Mark has 
served the Lord diligently in 
the altar, where he is a model 
of consistency. Outside the 
divine services, he has offered 
his talents as an electrician too 
many times to count, and played 
a huge role in setting up for, 
and troubleshooting during, the 
annual Greek Festival. Despite all 
this work, I have never seen him 
“flag in zeal,” as St. Paul exhorts 
us in Rom. 12:11 RSV.

Rev. Fr. Gregory Edwards
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Holy Transfiguration  •  Columbus, GA

CLAY “BASIL” 
HOOD

 Clay serves the Lord with 
gladness and is promptly 
available in season and out of 
season, serving on 
the Parish Council as Treasurer, 
and undertaking 
all sorts of improvements and 
problem solving
 around the church facilities, 
giving generously of
 his time, treasure, and talents.

Rev. Fr. David Hudson

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Jennifer Hood  

Daughter: 
Hannah Jo Hood 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Understanding the love I have 
for my daughter, and how much 
greater the love and forgiveness 
is that God has for me.

CARLIE (MIRYAM) 
FREDERICK

In the spirit of a Myrrh-Bearer, 
Carlie anticipates what needs 
to be done and takes it on with 
all her heart, undertaking many 
servant roles in the parish, 
including being our health 
advisor, book store manager, 
doing beautification projects; 
and she takes newcomers under 
her wings, helping them to feel 
at home and find their way in 
Orthodoxy.

Rev. Fr. David Hudson

FAMILY
Godparents: 
Deacon Stephen Muse and 
Diakonisse Claudia Muse

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I pray that my soul will burn for 
God and His Holy Church.
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Holy Transfiguration  •  Columbus, GA

ZACHARIAH 
BOWMAN

From a young age, Zachariah 
has been ready, willing, and able 
to serve God and His People 
in the Holy Altar. He takes 
younger people under his wings 
and teaches and models good 
service to them.

Rev. Fr. David Hudson

FAMILY
Father: 
Jeffrey Bowman 

Mother: 
Natalie Bowman 

Sister: 
Claudia Bowman 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I really enjoy helping people. 
Helping people helps me feel 
closer to God, through the 
church I am able to do this.
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Sts. Raphael, Nicholas and Irene  •  Cumming, GA

DAVID 
BOYD

His dedication as a chanter is a 
blessing to me and our church. 
His participation in our Parish 
Council for the last three years 
has shown his dedication to our 
church and parish.

Rev. Fr. Barnabas Powell

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Michelle 

Children: 
Andrea (29), Benjamin (27), 
Aaron (25), and Daniel (23) 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I came into the Church as a 
convert. The sacraments as 
Heaven touching Earth, God 
being God & Man in Christ, and I 
get to participate in that reality.

ZACKERY 
BETHUNE

His dedication in the altar 
is exemplary. He is very 
dependable.

Rev. Fr. Barnabas Powell

FAMILY
Parents: 
Sophia and Richard 

Sister: 
Tabitha 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I have always loved being in the 
altar and love helping throughout 
the year.
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Sts. Raphael, Nicholas and Irene  •  Cumming, GA

ARISTOTLE 
ANDONIS THEOFILIS

Ari has been an integral part 
of our leadership as a acolyte 
and has served as a wonderful 
example of commitment and 
embracing the vision of this 
growing parish.

Rev. Fr. Barnabas Powell

FAMILY
Parents: 
Dr. Gary Theofilis, Mrs. Barbara 
Theofilis 

Brother: 
Alexander Theofilis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The greatest thing on earth is 
to serve God and His Church 
because in the end only Christ 
and His Church remain.

 

RUSTY 
WALDRON

Rusty has been integral to the 
leadership of this parish and has 
served as a wonderful example 
of commitment and embracing 
the vision of this growing 
Orthodox Parish. He has been on 
the Parish Council for a number 
of years and served as President 
for two terms.

Rev. Fr. Barnabas Powell
FAMILY
Christine Waldron 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My baptismal name is Michael, 
I serve my parish and the local 
community with God in my heart 
guiding my intentions.
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Holy Cross/SS. Constantine & Helen  •  Huntsville, AL

MICHAEL D.
THEODOSS

As the “head chanter” of our 
parish, he has gone “above and 
beyond” , especially during the 
pandemic, to make sure that 
the hymns of the Church and 
responses for both Liturgy and 
Vespers are done in a proper and 
beautiful manner. He has put in 
many, many hours performing 
this ministry for the edification of 
the members of the Church.

Rev. Fr. Timothy Cremeens

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Kay Theodoss 

Son: 
Benjamin Theodoss  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I place my confidence in God. I 
desire to know God and pursue 
his presence in prayer.
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Holy Cross/SS. Constantine & Helen  •  Huntsville, AL

FAMILY
Husband: 
Michael 

Daughters: 
Emily and Olivia 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
As a Choir Director/Member 
for most of my life, it always 
brings me great pleasure to be 
able share my musical gift with 
others. The one place I have been 
able to do that more than any 
other, is at church. The confines 
of the Greek Orthodox church is 
one of the few places I can sing 
the beautiful Greek hymns of the 
church and share them with my 
fellow parishioners. How joyful 
is the sound of heavenly music, 
and how joyful it is to share this 
music in God’s house.

LYDIA 
JACOVIDES HALE

Where there is the enlightenment 
of the Spirit, there is the 
outpouring of the light of God, 
there is God in the wisdom and 
knowledge of His mysteries.

St. Symeon the New Theologian
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Holy Cross  •  Macon, GA

zone and do something for the 
good of the community and the 
glory of God!

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Spyros Dermatas 

Daughter and Son-in-law: 
Jay and Eleni Evans 

Son and Daughter-in-law: 
Nick and Katina Dermatas 

Granddaugter: 
Amalia Dermatas 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Being eucharistic beings, 
our Holy Church gives me 
the support and guidance in 
offering praise and glory to God. 
Common days are transformed 
into thanksgiving, and my spirit is 
renewed!

AMELIA BAMBALIS 
DERMATAS

Emily is a person who is whole-
heartedly dedicated to serving 
the Holy Orthodox Church. She 
comes from a family that has 
produced clergy and it is evident 
that spirit of servitude has 
passed on to her, as well. This 
has been exemplified during the 
current COVID-19 crisis. Emily 
is the Choir Director, however, 
she has stepped up to be our 
designated “chanter” during 
this time of liturgical limitations. 
While Emily has some experience 
chanting, she had to step up 
and chant all of the services 
of Holy Week! While this is a 
big deal for any chanter, Emily 
approached this with a spirit 
of faith and servitude and truly 
sang like one of the angels! Emily 
has selflessly served our Holy 
Cross community for many years 
in many different capacities. 
However, it really speaks a lot 
to the quality of a person when 
they step out of their comfort 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Harrison 

Children: 
Sofia and Violet  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God has blessed me with ears to 
hear, eyes to see, and a heart to 
love, burning to glorify Him and 
His Holy Church.

CHRISTINA 
DANFORTH

Christina exemplifies the 
spirit of servitude and fervor 
for her Orthodox Christian 
faith, especially in situations 
that are new and outside of 
one’s comfort zone. This is an 
important example for our fellow 
Orthodox faithful. Christina has 
jumped in and been our Parish 
Council Treasurer for the past 
year and a half when she was 
first elected to the Council. She 
had not served in this capacity 
before and, naturally, there was 
a steep learning curve. However, 
Christina did not give up and she 
does an excellent job fulfilling 
this vital ministry on the Parish 
Council. Christina also is a faithful 
servant to the community in 
many other ways, with the 
youth, with the young adults, 
and in reaching out to our Holy 
Cross faithful during the current 
COVID-19 crisis to check on their 
well-being and assist where 
possible!

Rev.  Fr. Theodore Ehmer
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Holy Cross  •  Macon, GA

FAMILY
Parents: 
David and Beth Zoumberis 

Silbings: 
Luke and Mary Klaire  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My favorite thing about being 
Greek Orthodox is being able to 
help the Priest in the Altar. I like 
to help the church.

CARTER VASILI 
ZOUMBERIS

Even at a young age, Carter is 
a young man who has a fervent 
spirit in serving Christ and His 
Holy Church. Carter is one of the 
most faithful altar boys at Holy 
Cross and volunteers to serve 
at additional services, such as 
during Holy Week. In particular, 
Carter very reverently and 
respectfully served as a good 
and faithful servant at the side 
of Metropolitan Alexios for a two 
hour service during Holy Week. 
Carter also serves as a wonderful 
example to his peers in his 
willingness to jump in and help 
wherever needed, for example, at 
the Festival, right alongside the 
adults!

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

ROZA 
HARRIS

Roza is someone who 
exemplifies the spirit of zeal 
for God and His Holy Church. 
As a native of the “Poli”, she 
is someone who brings not 
only the spirit, but also a living 
connection with our Mother 
Church of Constantinople to our 
humble parish in Central Georgia. 
Roza is a very faithful Greek 
Orthodox woman who is always 
willing to assist wherever and 
whenever is needed in our parish, 
especially when it comes to the 
beautification of the interior of 
the Holy Temple to give glory to 
our Lord!

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

FAMILY
Raymond Harris 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
To know that to spend eternity 
with Him in His kingdom.
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Holy Transfiguration  •  Marietta, GA

FAMILY
Spouse: 
George Stratigos (Deceased) 

Daughter: 
Helen S. Carios 

Son: 
Angelo C. Stratigos 

Parents: 
Tom and Helen Ballas 
(Deceased) 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I lead by example, so following 
in my parents footsteps, I 
understood the importance of 
church and community.  It’s with 
these principles and values that 
I live my life as an Orthodox 
Christian; giving back and 
helping those in need.

CONSTANCE 
BALLAS STRATIGOS

Connie is a wonderful, loving 
and caring person who transmits 
her joy to everyone else that 
she encounters. She has been 
tirelessly serving as President of 
the Prime timers Group of our 
parish for several years, taking 
care of the social and spiritual 
needs of her peers. God bless 
her!

Rev. Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou

 

PAUL 
BILSON

Paul, as the Protopsaltis of our 
parish, has been the angelic 
voice filling our church with 
praise and glorification for God. 
His gentle and humble demeanor 
spreads the peace of God and 
brings beauty to our worship 
services.

Rev. Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Elaine  

Childran: 
Evanthia and Stephan

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Sing to God in love and humility 
of spirit, for the Lord rejoiceth 
therein. 
—St. Silouan the Athonite
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Holy Transfiguration  •  Marietta, GA

DENNIS P. 
CHRISTOPHER

Dennis is a dedicated servant 
of God and a very unassuming 
steward of our parish. He offers 
himself selflessly for any job that 
is given to him and volunteers 
wherever he sees the need. He 
has also been a very dedicated 
member of the Parish Council 
for several years. His caring 
and welcoming kindness shines 
through in everything he does 
and to everyone he encounters.

Rev. Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Paula Christopher 

Children: 
Peter, Timothy and Jason 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
That our Lord, Jesus gave his life 
for us and our salvation. That 
we must continually strive to be 
worthy of a place in his kingdom.

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Dennis Koutouzis

Son: 
Alexander and his wife Dawn 

Grandchildren: 
Grace, Alexander, Joseph

Son: 
Christian and his wife Kimberly 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
When I need to know peace and 
comfort in my life I turn to God 
and he is there to give it to me 
freely.

PATRICIA 
KOUTOUZIS

Patricia excelled in her leadership 
as President of our Philoptochos 
Chapter in the last few years. She 
spearheaded several amazing 
projects of philanthropy and 
made our parish known to the 
community as a caring and 
loving group of Christians. She 
has also lead the Greeters group 
and made people welcome at 
our church. Her love and faith 
shine always through her smile 
and presence.

Rev. Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou
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Annunciation  •  Montgomery, AL

GEORGE 
CUMUZE

George is a living expression of 
devotion, each week leading the 
liturgical responses of the people  
as a member of the choir. His 
enthusiasm and good humor 
uplift those who interact with 
him and season the parish with a 
fun-loving spirit.

Rev. Fr. Paul Lundberg

FAMILY
Douglas Cumuze Jr. 
Ted Crumuze 
Janet Crumuze 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I owe God for giving me life; 
everything I am and have is by 
the Grace of God!

MAX 
WALKER

Max has energized the parish 
with his dedication, spirit of 
service, and optimistic attitude. 
From inspiring and planning 
special events, to serving 
weekly in worship, he has 
been a significant part of the 
rejuvenation of the community.

Rev. Fr. Paul Lundberg

FAMILY
Daughter: 
Eliza 

Parents: 
Robert and Betty 

Brother: 
Brett

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Striving for the moments, 
however brief, when I am 
fully engulfed in a prayerful 
connection with God.
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Annunciation  •  Montgomery, AL

DANNY 
MITSIOS

What characterizes Danny best 
as a worthy recipient of this 
honor is his willingness to serve 
and spirit to do so. He is an 
incarnation of philotimo.

Rev. Fr. Paul Lundberg

FAMILY
Parents : 
Dimitrios and Ekaterini Mitsios 

Partner: 
Rania Charalambidou 

Sister: 
Fotini Quintana 

Brother-in-Law : 
Gablen Quintana 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
In our darkest moments, we all 
pray, whether one is a believer 
or not. This is only proof that our 
souls know that a god exists.

THEO 
KATECHIS

Theo is everything one could 
ask for in a patriarch of a family 
and pillar of a parish community: 
a kinder and humbler man you 
would be hard pressed to find, 
diligent in the service that has 
been given to him, cheerfully and 
not begrudgingly.

Rev. Fr. Paul Lundberg
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St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church  •  Peachtree City, GA

FAMILY
Sons and Daughter-in-law: 
Nikolas & Linda Skouteris George 
& Julie Skouteris 

Daughter and Son-in-law: 
Eleftheria & Joseph Trettel 

Brother and Sister-in-law: 
Gus & Brenda Frangoudakis 

Sister-in-law: 
Eugenia Frang 

7 Grandchildren and 5 Great 
Grandchildren

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
44 years ago we came from 
Greece, things were hard and 
tiring. We worked hard. Our 
support was our faith in God, 
our church & relatives. Our 
parish now is St. Christopher and 
with our Priest, Father George 
Tsahakis we enjoy the same Love 
of God and the church’s support 
as when we came.

STELLA 
CHRISTODOULOPOULOS

Styliani (Stella) is a founding 
member of the St. Christopher 
parish. Her prayerful manner in 
supporting our worship services 
and steadfast support of our 
Orthodox faith reassures to 
others that God is in our midst. 
Like Archangel Michael, she is 
an angel in our midst, helping 
us preserve the light and truth 
of Orthodoxy in south metro 
Atlanta.          

Very Rev. Fr. George Tsahakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
James Sliwinski 

Children: 
Alexander and Ana Sliwinski  

Parents: 
Gheorghe and Viorica Strechie 

Siblings: 
Olga Parvan and Gabriela 
Strechie 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
“And now abide faith, hope, love, 
these three; but the greatest of 
these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:13.

CLAUDIA 
SLIWINSKI

Claudia works tirelessly to 
support our ministries at St. 
Christopher Church. She involves 
her husband Jim and their two 
precious children regularly in 
worship, religious education, 
youth ministry, and Philoptochos 
service projects. Like Archangel 
Michael, she seeks to protect 
God’s Holy Church by teaching 
her family and others to remain 
vigilant, faithful, and full of hope.

Very Rev. Fr. George Tsahakis
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St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church  •  Peachtree City, GA

EFFIE 
SAKKAS

Fotis & Effie faithfully support 
St. Christopher Church, our 
Diakonia Retreat Center, and the 
Greek Orthodox Monasteries in 
the U.S. They teach their family 
and others to remain vigilant, 
faithful, and full of hope. Their 
prayers support those in need 
throughout the world.

Very Rev. Fr. George Tsahakis

FAMILY
Daughter: 
Penelope 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God has enlightened me to be 
able to distinguish between the 
evil actions and God’s actions 
during these trying times...Lord 
have mercy on us!

FOTIS 
SAKKAS

Fotis & Effie faithfully support 
St. Christopher Church, our 
Diakonia Retreat Center, and the 
Greek Orthodox Monasteries in 
the U.S. They teach their family 
and others to remain vigilant, 
faithful, and full of hope. Their 
prayers support those in need 
throughout the world.

Very Rev. Fr. George Tsahakis

FAMILY
Daughter: 
Penelope

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God has enlightened me to be 
able to distinguish between the 
evil actions and God’s actions 
during these trying times...Lord 
have mercy on us!
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St. Philothea  •  Watkinsville, GA

KATHERINE 
MCCLAIN

Kate is a dedicated follower 
of Jesus Christ and takes, 
His command to “Follow Me” 
seriously on every level of her 
life! She feeds the poor and 
homeless, she visits people 
in prison, she runs the Angel 
Tree ministry from our church 
for families of incarcerated 
individuals, she sings in the choir  
and is our church Treasurer. I 
don’t know quite how she does 
it, but let’s just say “she takes her 
faith seriously”. It is inspiring to 
say the least.

Rev. Fr. Anthony Salzman

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Michael 

Four Children
Five Grandchildren 
QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
We are called to serve and live 
out our faith. It’s not always easy 
or fun (although it can be), but 
it’s always right.

CHRISTINA 
WHITE

Christina loves to serve and 
does so with cheerfulness and 
a high level of competence. 
She takes pride in her work as 
our Communication Czar and 
keeps us all in the loop with 
important information and 
announcements, with personal 
flair and inspiration. She has a 
seemingly endless capacity for 
enthusiasm and positive energy. 
Truly a Michael in our midst.

Rev. Fr. Anthony Salzman

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Timothy White 

Son: 
Michael White  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My church family at St Philothea 
is the best. Would never have 
made it through the year. Our 
love for each other is so very 
strong. That’s God working within 
us.
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St. Philothea  •  Watkinsville, GA

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Christina White  

Sons: 
Michael and Nicholas White  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The eternal open arms of Christ 
to receive me as I am. - a sinner

TIMOTHY 
WHITE

Tim has always used his gifts 
and talents unselfishly for the 
up-building of the church facility, 
because he is an excellent 
organizer, negotiator, overseer, 
tech guy, and a host of other 
talents. When the COVID 
pandemic hit, he rose to the 
occasion to make sure people 
could stay connected with St. 
Philothea by establishing a live 
streaming set up, changing out 
our air-conditioning system to be 
more COVID safe and efficient, 
and enhancing our facility. Of 
course he doesn’t want any 
credit or acknowledgement for 
this, as it should be, but that is 
what makes him a Michael in the 
first place.

Rev. Fr. Anthony Salzman

ZACHARIAS 
METCALFE

Zach is our OCF president, 
serves in the Altar, and uses his 
gifts and talents to make known 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He 
also jumped in when COVID hit 
to get us Live- Streaming by 
using his own cell phone to get 
us into Cyber Space. His self 
sacrifice is evident in the way 
he continually looks for ways 
to make the faith accessible 
to all. He is also an aspiring 
iconographer and is developing 
that talent for the Kingdom.

Rev. Fr. Anthony Salzman

FAMILY
Parents: 
Douglas and Rebecca Metcalfe 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Knowing the way in which God 
can use me, a sinner, motivates 
me to want to tell the world of 
His great glory.
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Holy Trinity  •  Asheville, NC

TRACI
FLEMING

Traci Fleming is an Orthodox 
Chirstian who is deeply 
committed to the education and 
spiritual formation of the youth.  
She is continuously helping 
organize and drive the religious 
education and activities of our 
community.         

Rev. Fr. Michael Diavatis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Bruce Fleming 

Children: 
Elijah, Anna, Jude and Lucy 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Peace, hope and love.

ELIAS
DIAVATIS

Elias has been the backbone 
in assisting with literally all the 
services and even sacraments in 
the Church for the last 5 years. 
He never complains about going 
to the Church even for the 
beginning of the Orthros.

Rev. Fr. Michael Diavatis

FAMILY
Parents: 
Fr. Michael and Presbytera Nikol 

Siblings: 
Harry, John, Anastasia, Katherine, 
Maria, Christina and Vasileios. 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I like helping in the altar for the 
services.
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Holy Trinity  •  Asheville, NC

ANASTACIA H.
TSIROS

Anastacia has a love and respect 
for Christ’s holy Church.

Rev. Fr. Michael Diavatis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Nick G. Tsiros

Daughter and Son-in-law: 
Virginia and Chris Johnson

Son and Daughter-in-law: 
George N. and Tammy Christine 
Tsiros, Thomas N. and Michell 
Nicoleta Tsiros

Grandchildren: 
Jacob C. and Jordan C. Johnson, 
Demetrios G. and Elis Tsiros 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
His Holy Church inspires us to 
pray, thank for blessings, ask 
forgiveness, make us worthy 
servants, grant us eternal 
salvation, love our neighbor. 

GIANNIS PETROS
BARLAS

Gianni has a zeal to learn and to 
serve, and is ever vigilant and 
attentive.

Rev. Fr. Michael Diavatis

FAMILY
Parents: 
Peter & Georgia Barlas 

Brother: 
Constantine Barlas

Sister: 
Victoria Barlas  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My Orthodox faith is the 
foundation in my life. I know 
God is present in all I do and 
strengthens me. I truly feel my 
church is God’s home and I feel 
drawn to it because it keeps me 
focused on my Christian life. 
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Holy Trinity  •  Augusta, GA

MICHELLE
PAPPAS ENNIS

Michelle’s love for the church and 
her hard work and dedication 
towards the stewardship and 
outreach is a living example for 
many.

Rev. Fr. Vasile Bitere

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Larry Ennis 

Daughters: 
Katie Ennis and Caroline Ennis  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God and His Holy Church have 
given me many blessings. My 
faith has carried me through 
some very hard times. Without 
my faith, I would be lost.

 FLORINA
ROGERS

Florina’s time and talents offered 
to the Holy Trinity Sunday School 
has moved the youth program to 
the new heights.

Rev. Fr. Vasile Bitere

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Christopher Rogers 

Son: 
Christopher Valentin Rogers 

Parents: 
Maria and Gratian Goron

Parents-in-law: 
Angie and Wayne Rogers 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God’s everlasting love cleanses 
my soul every day, helps me rise 
up when I am down, and shows 
me the way when I am lost.
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Holy Trinity  •  Augusta, GA

FELIX
BUTA

A tireless worker for our beloved 
Church in all areas.

Rev. Fr. Vasile Bitere

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Rodica Buta  

Daughters: 
Ana-Sophia and Cristina-Alexia 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Think nothing and do nothing 
without a purpose directed to 
God. For to journey without 
direction is wasted effort. 

EMILY M
CUTSINGER

Emily expresses kindness and 
love for her family, all those 
around her, and to our Orthodox 
Faith.

Rev. Fr. Vasile Bitere

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Trevor Cutsinger 

Children: 
Julian, Damian, Theodore 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The goal of salvation for myself 
and my family, and guiding my 
children toward the unquenching 
desire; to seek God in everything. 
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Holy Trinity  •  Charleston, SC

FAMILY
Parents: 
Mike and Elizabeth Wade 

Sister and Brother-in-law: 
Alexis and Kent Krebeck 

Sister: 
Leah Wade 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Our greatest purpose is to love 
God and love people - I pray 
daily for tangible opportunities 
to do that!

MICHAEL
WADE

Michael moved to Charleston 
August of 2015. Before that, he 
was in Indianapolis with Teach 
For America teaching math and 
special education for two years. 
Once he arrived in Charleston he 
immediately got involved in the 
parish. He organized the Young 
Adult League which meets twice 
a month. He teaches Sunday 
School, he is the assistant 
treasurer for Parish Council, 
Stewardship Chair and runs 
the Gyro booth for the festival. 
When the Coronavirus broke, 
he created our media team so 
services could be viewed from 
home and our meetings could 
be zoomed. He has a servant’s 
heart, regularly participating in 
the Sacraments and has earned 
the respect of young and old. As 
a Michael, he lives the virtues of 
the Archangel.

Rev. Fr. Aristotle Damaskos

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Tom Meletis

Son: 
Fr. Ermaios (Monk at Vatopedi 
Monastery) 

Daughter and Son-in-law: 
Stephanie and John Proffitt 

Mother: 
Barbara Latto 

Brother: 
Sam Latto 

Sister: 
Elizabeth Latto Wade 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
“O Lord, I am your servant” 
(Psalm 1:15)
I am so blessed to be a part of 
this most Holy and lifegiving 
Orthodox Church 

EFFIE LATTO
MELETIS

Effie was born and raised in 
Charleston and has always been 
involved in the life of the Church. 
She regularly participates in 
the Sacramental life of the 
Church, attends the Women’s 
Group, plays an integral part in 
the Greek Festival, and is the 
treasurer of Philoptochos. Most 
importantly when ever there is a 
need in parish, she is there. 
As a member of Philoptochos, 
Effie helps the young students 
at our neighborhood school, 
donating time to help children 
pick out Christmas gifts for their 
parents or guardians, purchasing 
winter jackets, and distributing 
them and filling back packs with 
school supplies.
She visits and calls the home 
bound, preparing meals. 
Following a recent hurricane, she 
and her husband helped people 
clean their yards. She regularly 
bakes prosfora and she will pick 
up people and bring them to 
Church, as well.
Effie touches the lives of others 
through her unselfish love and 
compassion. 

Rev. Fr. Aristotle Damaskos
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Holy Trinity  •  Charleston, SC

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Conrad A Zakis 

Son: 
Lee Zakis and  Dean Palestra 

Daughter: 
Doreen Price 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Our family has had many 
tragedies, which our belief, faith 
and love of God got us through. 

SUSAN M
ZAKIS

Susan Zakis has served as 
Parish Council president since 
2015. During those 7 years she 
lead the parish with dignity 
and grace always putting the 
parish’s needs before hers. She 
was instrumental in creating the 
proper atmosphere to begin and 
complete the construction of 
“The New Hellenic Center,” which 
consists of new classrooms, 
administration office state of the 
art kitchen and new fellowship 
hall. Her faith, unselfish 
demeanor and organizational 
skills also led our community 
through the dreadful Covid 
disease.

Rev. Fr. Aristotle Damaskos

JIMMIE
GIANOUKOS

Jimmie the Vice President 
of the Parish Council and for 
over 15 years spearheaded the 
building program. Through his 
positive Christian demeanor and 
his dynamic leadership skills 
we were finally able to break 
ground in December 2019 and 
will have our ribbon cutting in 
September 2021. Jimmie rallied 
the community especially 
during covid to raise the funds 
and saw that we stayed focused 
to get the job done.

Rev. Fr. Aristotle Damaskos

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Laura

Son: 
Gracie & Ansley 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I start, complete and end my day 
with thanking God for being my 
compass in all that I do, and the 
way I treat people.  
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Holy Trinity  •  Columbia, SC

DESPINA-
EVMORFIA K.

HOULIS

“Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the 
earth; Break forth and sing for 
joy and sing praises.” Ps. 98:4

Rev. Fr. Michael Platanis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Ilias H. Houlis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Our hymnology touches my 
soul daily, inspiring me to 
communicate its truth and 
beauty to others through the gift 
of music God has given me.

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Maria (Deceased) 

Son: 
Pete Papajohn  

Daughter: 
Christina Gardin

Brother: 
George Papjohn 

Parents: 
Pete and Dena Papajohn 
(Deceased) 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
What makes my heart burn for 
God’s church is thinking about 
my father, a founder of the 
Columbia church, and carrying 
on his faith and devotion.     

SERAPHIM (STAN)
PAPAJOHN

Seraphim stood above Him, each 
having six wings: with two he 
covered his face, and with two 
he covered his feet, and with 
two he flew. And one called out 
to another and said,“Holy, Holy, 
Holy, is the Lord of hosts,
The whole earth is full of His 
glory.” Isaiah 6:2,3

Rev. Fr. Michael Platanis
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Holy Trinity  •  Columbia, SC

ANDREW N.
THEODORE

“He that overcometh, the same 
shall be clothed in white raiment; 
and I will not blot out his name 
out of the book of life, but I will 
confess his name before my 
Father, and before his angels.” - 
Revelation 3:5

Rev. Fr. Michael Platanis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Elyse Billas Theodore 

Children: 
Nick, Stephanie, Rossi, Spencer, 
Georgia, James, Jack 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Christ has always shown His love 
for me whenever I most needed 
it.

ROSE MARIE
BAIRD BATES

“He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith 
onto the churches; to him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of 
the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the paradise of God.” - 
Revelation 2:7

Rev. Fr. Michael Platanis

FAMILY 
Louis Michael Bates (Husband); 
Florence Matinos Baird (Mother); 
Robert Lander Baird (of Blessed 
Memory - Father); Robert Lander 
Baird, Jr. (Brother); Rose Marie 
Matinos Connell (Aunt)

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Created in God’s image and 
likeness, I fervently strive to be 
a living example of Him, serving 
with love and in gratitude for His 
abundant blessings. 
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Transfiguration of Our Savior  •  Florence, SC

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Helen 

Children: 
Constantine and Renee 
Perivolaris, William and Tiffany 
Doulaveris, Spero and Rodanthe 
Koufaliotis 

Mother: 
Ekaterini

Grandchildren: 
Steven, Luke, Jack and Michael 
Doulaveris, James, Oliva and 
Sophia Perivolaris, Steven and 
Tommy Koufaliotis 
QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I have received many blessings in 
life.  A loving wife, my 3 children 
and 9 grandchildren.  My family 
has always reminded me that 
with strong faith, all things are 
possible.  It is this drive that 
helps me serve my church and 
my God with all my heart.  I 
felt the presence of God the 
day our all-holiness Patriarch 
Bartholomew bestowed the 
honor of Thikion of Archon on 
me and I feel the same joy today.

STEVEN
DOULAVERIS

All his life he has been a hard 
worker, always looking to find 
new ways and opportunities to 
provide for his family just as he 
is known in are community for 
his eagerness to help others! 
He helped a lot of his fellow 
Greek immigrants to make their 
“American dream” come true.  
He was honored over the years 
for all his hard work and support 
that he offered to The Holy and 
Great Church of Christ.

Rev. Fr. Catlin Mot

YIANNI E.
KRASIAS

Yianni grew up in a spiritual 
environment and he was brought 
into the Church from a very 
early age. He is very active in 
the Church, loves to serve as an 
altar boy, participated in G.O.Y.A. 
leadership and he goes to our 
Saint Stephen summer camp 
at the Diakonia Center every 
summer.  He just graduated 
this year from West Florence 
High School and will start this 
fall his college education at 
Francis Marion University, here in 
Florence.

Rev. Fr. Catlin Mot

FAMILY
Parents: 
Dimitri & Theodora Krasias 

Brother: 
Alexander Krasias 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I try and give back to God for all 
that He does for me through my 
time and service to my church 
and community.
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Transfiguration of Our Savior  •  Florence, SC

FAMILY 
Riham & George 
Alexander, Christopher, Lareen 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
By appreciating the Life that our 
Lord blessed us with and being 
able to use it to help others find 
the wisdom and Glory of God. 

SAHER G
RISHMAWI

 Saher (George) is a native of 
Palestine and moved to Florence, 
South Carolina in 2008. He 
became more active in our parish 
in 2012 and helped The Church 
in any way he could, financially, 
volunteering in different projects 
that we have. He is one of these 
people whom we can count on 
every time. He always responds 
“YES” when he is asked to do 
something for The Church. 
He is a very devout Orthodox 
Christian, attending The Divine 
Liturgy together with family all 
the time. We have a custom in 
Our Church to let people recite 
The Lord’s Prayer, Our Father in 
many languages besides Greek 
and English, such as, Romanian, 
Russian, Arabic and Spanish and 
he always recites it in Arabic.
In 2017 he was elected to serve 
in the parish council of Our 
Church and he has been serving 
ever since. Based on what I 
mentioned above and on many 
other things, Saher deserves to 
be considered one of Our Parish 
Archangel Michael honorees and 
I definitely recommend him for 
that.

Rev. Fr. Catalin Mot

PAUL
DEWITT

Paul is a very devout Orthodox 
Christian. He was raised in The 
Church, by his parents from very 
early age, attending Sunday 
School, serving as an Altar boy, 
being very active in G.O.Y.A and 
all the other youth activities. 
involved in scouting and was 
just presented with Eagle Scout 
Award in Our Church, this 
past fall. He helps training and 
initiating the new Altar boys 
and supervises them all the time 
to make sure that they are at 
their best behave while in The 
Church, serving in the Altar. 
There are a lot more things that 
I can mention about Paul, but I 
think based on what I mentioned 
here, he definitely deserves to 
be one of our parish Archangel 
Michael honorees and I warmly 
recommend him for that.

Rev. Fr. Catalin Mot
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St. George Cathedral  •  Greenville, SC

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Alan W. Wells 
Daughter and Son-in-law: 
Katrina and Will Curlee 
Son and Daughter-in-law: 
Jonathan and Michelle Wells
Granddaughters: 
Lainey Leventis Curlee 
Father: 
Andrew Peter Leventis 
(Deceased)
Mother: 
Katherine Manos Leventis 
Brothers and Sister-in-laws: 
Peter Andrew and Lynette 
Leventis, George Andrew and 
Phyllis Leventis Sr.
Brother: 
Andrew Peter Leventis Jr. 
Paternal Grandparents: 
Peter P and Elaine Leventis
Matrnal Grandparents: 
George P and Bess Manos
QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Saint Paul referred to the Angels 
as defenders of the faith and 
warriors for God against evil. 
I, too, have pledged my life to 
service to our Lord.

LYNDA LEVENTIS-
WELLS

Lynda Leventis-Wells:  Besides 
coming from a long history of 
dedicated Orthodox Christians 
on both sides of her family, 
Lynda is continuing that 
awesome tradition by moving 
the bar even higher in service 
and commitment to her faith and 
parish. She was recently elected 
the first woman President of our 
Parish Council, and her service 
and leadership have continued 
to inspire our parish. While 
simultaneously leading various 
other civic service clubs and 
the School Board in Upstate SC, 
she has instigated renovations 
of our parish facilities; she 
led our Upstate Gala for our 
Diakonia Center and is serving 
on its Board. I’m sure Archangel 
Michael had her in mind when he 
inspired our spiritual leaders to 
organize the Archangel Michael 
Awards for exemplary service. 
We are blessed having her in our 
midst.

Rev. Fr. Tom Pistolis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Diann P. Stathakis  

Sons: 
James J. Stathakis, Gerald J. 
Stathakis and William J. Stathakis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The opportunity to serve the 
Church in a time of need is a 
blessing. We must use the gifts 
God gave us in His service.

JOHN J.
STATHAKIS

John is another example of 
strong DNA factors in his 
ancestry forging him for both 
relentless commitment to service 
and dedication to his Church and 
his fellow man. The Stathakis 
family, grounded in Anderson, 
SC, is synonymous with service 
for others. John, though a lawyer 
by profession, has his hands and 
his total dedication involved in 
so many dimensions of helping 
others, that it is impossible to 
bring one up without uncovering 
so many others. In Upstate SC, 
he leads various civic groups; 
he chairs various private school 
funding programs.  On the parish 
level when he volunteers for a 
project, he does not stop until 
the project is totally completed. 
Most recently, he organized 
our live-streaming ministry, 
enabling our parish to worship 
together, even though we were 
restricted by the covid-19 issue. 
An indefatigable servant of our 
faith, he inspires not only with 
his words, but much more with 
his example. A man of faith who 
lives it through his service to 
others…Archangel Michael must 
be very proud of him.

Rev. Fr. Tom Pistolis
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St. George Cathedral  •  Greenville, SC

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Lori 

Sons: 
Peter and Andrew

Mother: 
Euthimia Vlahos (Previous 
Archangel Michael Award 
recipient) 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Serving the Church with my 
Time, Talents and Treasures helps 
me appreciate all that God has 
given me throughout my life. 

HARRY
ZOLIDES

Retiring from the international 
corporate world placed Harry 
immediately into the new role 
as a servant/leader in God’s 
Vineyard. Always committed to 
his Church and parish, he has 
led us through these “troubled 
waters” with grace, love, and 
exemplary servitude. God 
showed us that our potential 
for being His “angels” has no 
limit, neither occupation nor age 
limits. Harry is a living example 
of what can be accomplished 
when God is allowed to lead our 
lives. We are proud and honored 
to present him as an Archangel 
Michael honoree.

Rev. Fr. Tom Pistolis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
John Gandis 

Children: 
Clifford Gandis, Zoe Gandis, 
Constantine Gandis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Simply put, I love our Parish, our 
families and His Holy Church. It 
brings such joy to me to be able 
to serve in whatever capacity I 
am needed for our families. 

MRS. DENISE
A. GANDIS

Humility is the foundation of all 
virtues. Denise has exemplified 
that virtue in her constant 
giving of herself to a wide range 
of service in our parish and 
in outreach to those outside. 
When volunteers are solicited, 
Denise will always be there..
not necessarily leading the 
group, but doing the prepping, 
organizing, and cleaning, the less 
glamorous aspects of the job, 
never looking for recognition. 
Her dedication to serving her 
fellow man reveals the faith and 
love she has in her heart for 
Christ, and we are honored and 
blessed to have her in our parish.   

Rev. Fr. Tom Pistolis
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St. John the Baptist •  Myrtle Beach, SC

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Jean Morris  

Son: 
Bobby Strickland  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I was raised with a very strong 
love for God, Christ, Family, and 
Church all my life. My heart is a 
giving heart for others inspired 
by my Grandparents, Parents and 
Family. Raised in a very strong 
Orthodox Church built from 
nothing to something of great 
pride. I know God loves me for 
He has given me great strength 
and love all my life with hope in 
the life after.

DEANE G.
MORRIS

Deane has been a faithful servant 
of St John’s, providing ongoing 
support to the Church. During 
this past year, he was able 
to have numerous new pews 
donated to  St John’s to help 
expand our seating capability 
and an added section for the 
choir. 
Now that we have re-opened the 
Church, this additional seating 
has allowed us to accommodate 
more parishioners and still 
maintain the “Social Distancing” 
that is needed to keep all safe 
and well. Dean continuously 
works with the Parish Council 
to determine any specific needs 
of the Church. He then works 
towards finding either the 
needed items, or the financing to 
help purchase them.

Rev. Fr. Demetrios Babilis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
George Sarandos 

Son: 
Mathew Sarandos 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Helping my church and enjoying 
my church family at the same 
time. Fellowship is the leading 
reason our church is growing.

SANDY
SARANDOS 

Sandy has been our volunteer 
office administrator for the past 
few years. She single handily 
kept the Church office running 
throughout the time that the 
Church was closed due to the 
Covid-19 Virus. She did this 
without regard for her own 
safety and health by ensuring 
that both the “Office” and the 
Church were supported during 
this time.  She was also there 
to support 2 funerals that took 
place during the lock down. In 
addition to her role as Office 
Administrator, Sandy is also the 
Assistant Treasurer on the Parish 
Council, Stewardship Committee 
Chair, Festival Vendor Chair, 
and Philoptochos Secretary. 
In her role on the Stewardship 
committee, she has helped to 
recruit numerous new members 
to St John’s. We can honestly 
say that the Church would not 
be able to operate as it does 
without all the support and 
dedication that Sandy brings to 
our parish. 

Rev. Fr. Demetrios Babilis
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St. John the Baptist •  Myrtle Beach, SC

VASILIOS JOHN
POURNARAS

Bill and his family have been 
a constant supporter of the  
Church. He recently took on 
the role of Chanter during the 
Covid 19 virus shutdown. He 
has supported all Sunday and 
Weekday evening liturgies. His 
dedication to learn chanting 
has been beyond compare!! In 
addition, Bill is a former Parish 
Council member and very active 
in supporting all Festival events.

Rev. Fr. Demetrios Babilis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Dana Pournaras 

Children: 
Yano, Lukas, Zosimas, & Zoe 

Parents: 
John Pournaras - Deceased, & 
Mother is Zoe Pournaras 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Because if it wasn’t for God, I 
would not be here typing this 
today. His love and mercy is what 
I yearn for every day. 

CONSTANTINA
SMITH

Constantina has been very 
active in Philotochos, helping 
to support all of their events 
and bake sales. She is always 
willing to help out in Church with 
numerous tasks. She is one of 
the primary parishioners that 
bake Prosforon for the liturgies. 
Constantina’s dedication goes a 
long way in making the Church 
successful. 

Rev. Fr. Demetrios Babilis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Harold S. Smith 

Son: 
Rickey C. Gillis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I am distressed when I see 
poverty, suffering and need, 
and try to live my life by God’s 
commandments and help those 
in need. 
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St. Nicholas  •  Spartanburg, SC

HELEN DIAMOND
CAMPBELL

Helen is a benevolent person 
who is always willing to serve 
with whatever task you ask of 
for her. She is an active member 
of the church, Philoptochos, 
and often steps up and assumes 
leadership roles. She truly lives 
life through her faith and is a 
loyal servant of God.

Rev. Fr. George Nayfa

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Leon L. Campbell 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My parents inspired me to 
embrace and love the teachings 
of our church.  As God teaches, 
every day I cherish everyone in 
my life.

BESSIE (VASILIKI)
PAPADIS

Bessie is an altruistic individual 
who is constantly thinking of 
others. She has dedicated her 
life to helping others with no 
desire for anything in return. She 
has served in leadership roles of 
Philoptochos and Parish Council. 
She has devoted her life to God 
and others.

Rev. Fr. George Nayfa

FAMILY
Parents: 
James and Helen Papadis 
(Deceased) 

Siblings: 
Mary P. Koutroulias, George 
Papadis, Christine P. Liapis and 
the late Philip Papadis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
St. Nicholas has been my church 
from preschool to retirement.  
Through examples of my parents 
and church mentors, I realized 
love for my church meant 
volunteering.    
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St. Nicholas  •  Spartanburg, SC

GEORGIANA 
WILLIAMS

Georgiana is the type of person 
that will always be the first to 
volunteer and the last to leave 
after any church event. She is 
especially devoted to teaching 
our youngest members the 
word of God as a Sunday School 
teacher. Her love and passion for 
the church shines through our 
children as she guides each and 
every one of them to a Christ-
centered life.

Rev. Fr. George F. Nayfa

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Joshua Williams 

Children: 
Sadie Maria Williams, John 
Finnegan Williams 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Looking at the world through 
our children’s eyes is humbling 
and awe filling. How wonderful is 
God’s creation, and how great is 
our God! Glorify Him! 

 

WILLAIM
LEONARD

Bill became a member of St. 
Nicholas immediately after he 
moved to Spartanburg, and has 
been dedicated to our parish 
ever since. He is always ready to 
volunteer where he is needed. He 
is a faithful servant of God who 
gives his time, talent, and love to 
the Church and its members.

Rev. Fr. George F. Nayfa

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Diane 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
GOD’S gift of forgiveness
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Christ the Savior  •  Bluff City, TN

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Judy Massouras  

Daughter: 
Jennifer Massouras King 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
From the very beginning of 
starting Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church many years 
ago, I have felt that it is very 
important to be a servant of God 
and to help others. It has been 
a blessing to watch our church 
family grow. 

JOHN CONSTANTINE 
MASSOURAS

John has been a constant, 
faithful presence at our parish 
for a very long time. He and 
his family are among founding 
members of the original Greek 
community in the 80s, and 
when our combined parish 
was established in 2013, his 
unwavering commitment helped 
us navigate those uncertain 
early days. John has served on 
our Parish Council for the past 
six years, including as Treasurer 
for the past four, and has done 
much to bring our small, nascent 
parish into financial stability. 
John faithfully serves at the 
chant stand, and is a kind friend 
to many.

Rev. Fr. Stephen Mathewes
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Christ the Savior  •  Bluff City, TN

FAMILY
Matthew Finch & Nathan Finch

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God is my morning, my day and 
my night, I try with all my might 
to do His will and not mine. I 
have sinned in the past, I am a 
sinner today and no doubt will 
sin in the future, but, I ask God 
for strength to do his will and not 
my own. My beautiful Church, 
my Priest and Church family are 
always with me and give my soul 
the love and support I need. 

Jan is a life-saver, a ray of 
sunshine, and a powerhouse. She 
has served in many capacities in 
our parish, always with a smile 
and a joke. But most importantly, 
last year when our long-time 
Council Treasurer suddenly 
needed to step down due to 
health issues, Jan practically 
insisted that she take over this 
demanding job. She has blessed 
our parish tremendously by 
carrying the financial needs 
through the pandemic and into 
a new future. She constantly 
shows her love and friendship to 
everyone in the community, and 
this Award is a small way we can 
return that love.

Rev. Fr. Stephen Mathewes

2021
JAN CAROL
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St Katherine  •  Burlington, NC
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St Katherine  •  Burlington, NC

FAMILY
Parents: 
Stavros and Vasiliki Zangotsis  

Brothers: 
Nick John George(Wife:Demetra)

Nieces: 
Victoria & Thalia   

Nephew: 
Stephen

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The examples set by my parents 
and by my uncle Ioannis and aunt 
Evdoxia are the main reason I am 
being honored for this award. 
Their dedication to God and our 
church community is something I 
hope to continue and pass on to 
later generations. 

Alex has been instrumental in 
maintaining the parish property 
and finances. He is someone 
whom a priest can rely on for 
leadership and sound advice. 
He loves his parish and will do 
whatever is necessary to ensure 
that it will thrive.

Rev. Fr. Sean Govostes

 

2021
ALEX

ZANGOTSIS

CHRISTINE P.
LIAPIS

Christine, also known as Nia, has 
divided her time between her 
business, children, grandchildren, 
and always finds the time 
to chant and do whatever is 
necessary to help the parish be 
viable and welcoming.

Rev. Fr. Sean Govostes

 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Andrew Liapis 

Children: 
Katherine Liapis Granza(Alan 
Granza), Demetra Liapis 
Fogleman(Alexander Fogleman), 
Anthony Liapis, Gregory Liapis

Grandchildren: 
Kaliopi Granza, Sophia Fogleman, 
Penelopi Granza

Father-in-law: 
James Liapis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
There is a feeling of comfort, love, 
happiness, and joy everytime I 
walk into our Church and know 
that God is there beside me and 
my family



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS NORTH EAST CONFERENCE140

Holy Trinity Cathedral  •  Charlotte, NC

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Nicole Melissaris 

Daughter: 
Christina Melissaris 

Son: 
Nicholas Melissaris 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Life as an Orthodox Christian 
is a mystical journey towards 
“Theosis” whereby God’s love 
burns inside us. Christ by 
baptizing us with the Holy Spirit 
is our “fire starter” Who stokes 
our daily lives through spiritual 
renewal.

COSTAS N. 
MELISSARIS

Mr. Melissaris is a respected and 
hardworking Orthodox Christian 
who loves his Church. He and his 
family have always been quiet 
and avid supporters of our Holy 
Trinity Community. Mr. Melissaris 
never hesitates to willingly 
offer his assistance in many 
ways to make our Parish such a 
wonderful place. He is a humble 
and faithful servant of God who 
is dedicated to his Church and 
we are grateful and blessed that 
he is part of our community.

Rev. Fr. Vasileios Tsourlis

 

FAMILY
Parents: 
George and Kiki Karres  

Siblings: 
Theo and Andrew Karres  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My faith in God has taught 
me that God is the ultimate 
power that will forever embrace 
and guide me in His path of 
righteousness.

DEMETRA 
KARRES

Demetra is a humble servant 
of God and often volunteers, 
especially with the youth. 
She has offered her time and 
talents with VBS and has been 
instrumental as an assistant 
Greek School teacher. She has 
also taken her “little ballerinas” 
under her wing as she taught 
and danced with them while 
performing the Nutcracker 
during our Christmas Pageant. 
Demetra is active in Sunday 
School and GOYA and has 
participated for many years 
in the St. John Chrysostom 
Oratorical Festival, HDF and 
Festival dance. She demonstrates 
leadership and is a great role 
model to all.

Rev. Fr. Vasileios Tsourlis
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Holy Trinity Cathedral  •  Charlotte, NC

FAMILY
Mother: 
Spiridoula Maroulis Minakakis 

Father: 
Larry Minakakis

Brother: 
Dimitri Minakakis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Communion with God brings 
such grace that after just the 
slightest taste of it you cannot 
help but yearn for more. 

Panagiota is a humble, soft 
spoken and fervent servant of 
God with good values, morals 
and character. She demonstrates 
her love and dedication to her 
Church through her time and 
talents by chanting every Sunday 
and at many other Church 
services. I am deeply grateful for 
Panagiota’s commitment and 
commend her faithful service to 
God. She is a great role model to 
all.

Rev. Fr. Vasileios Tsourlis

 

EKATERINI
GEORGIOU

Ekaterini “Rina” has been 
a faithful and dedicated 
parishioner of Holy Trinity 
Cathedral for many years. She 
has worked tirelessly in many of 
our ministries at Holy Trinity and 
has been especially instrumental 
in Philoptochos and our Yiasou 
Greek Festival. Rina exhibits her 
love for Christ’s Church through 
her time and talents. She is a 
genuine kind soul and always 
greets everyone with a smile. We 
are blessed to have her in our 
Holy Trinity Cathedral family.
 

Rev. Fr. Vasileios Tsourlis

2021
PANAGIOTA 

(ANNA)
MINAKAKIS
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St. Nektarios  •  Charlotte, NC

and helping us to continue our 
Lord’s ministry on earth. Of course, 
he would say that it is his life that 
has been changed through this holy 
work of serving others. 

Rev. Fr. Steve Dalber

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Evelyn C. Klund  
Son and Daughter-in-Law: 
Fr. Steven J. and Presbytera Nicole 
T. Klund  
Daughter: 
Elena M. Klund 
Brother: 
James S. Klund III 
Sister and Brother-in-Law: 
Pamela K. and Bruce P. Walters  
Sister and Brother-in-Law: 
Andria and John Garbis 
Mother-in-law: 
Emerald  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Missions! My experience from living 
in Kenya changed my perspective 
on life. Influenced primarily by the 
dedication and perseverance of a 
local Orthodox parishoner/servant 
(Evans A.) in service to orphans and 
disadvantaged kids.

TIMOTHY B. 
KLUND

Tim Klund has changed lives by 
sharing the love of Christ with 
people within our community, within 
our city and around the world. While 
he is regularly available to work on 
the premises, help in the kitchen 
and set-up tables for church events, 
serve on the Security and Safety 
Monitoring Team, direct the Missions 
and Philanthropy Ministry, and even 
run errands for the office, his passion 
is feeding the hungry. In 2005, Tim 
was “convicted by Christ” to feed 
the ghetto children in Nairobi, Kenya. 
Under the leadership of Fr. Steve, he 
led the development of our seven-
year-old program to support Child of 
God Academy and Feeding program 
there. We have been able to send 
at least $60,000 annually to take 
care of “Tim’s kids” as many fondly 
call this program. Tim represents 
St. Nektarios in the greater 
Charlotte Community. This includes 
coordinating weekly pick-up of food 
from grocery stores and restaurants 
and delivering to food pantries, help 
centers, homeless shelters. He is a 
member of MeckMin, a local pan 
religious group, a past president of 
the board of Loaves and Fishes, and 
an active member for Charlotte Stop 
Hunger Crop Walk. Tim has been 
instrumental in creating a culture of 
giving and serving within our parish 

the example for others with 
whom she works in the church. 
As an obedient servant to our 
Lord, Kellie has been a welcomed 
worker in the ministries of our 
Parish and a contributor to the 
success of its sacred mission. 

Rev. Fr. Steve Dalber

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Theo Karavokiros  

Children: 
George Karavokiros, Besse 
Karavokiros  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
“I slept and I dreamt that life was 
Joy. I awoke and saw that life was 
service. I served and saw that 
service was Joy.” - K. Tagure

KELLIE TEFAKIS 
KARAVOKIROS

Kellie Karavokiros is a devoted 
wife and mother. Applying the 
tenets of our faith in her family 
life, she leads her children on 
their spiritual journeys, instilling 
in them the importance of 
service to the church. From 
the day Kellie and her family 
joined the parish, they emerged 
as servant-leaders. Kellie has 
worked in youth ministry 
sharing the love of Christ as a 
Catechism teacher and being 
a “go-to” parent for programs 
and activities. She offered her 
time and talents to the parish 
by serving on the Philoptochos 
Board at both the chapter and 
Metropolis levels. She also served 
two terms on Parish Council, 
helping the Church grow during 
its early years as a parish. 
Currently she works with our Boy 
Scouting program. When she 
is not in a leadership role, she 
is always willing to step in on a 
moment’s notice to help behind 
the scenes. No job is beneath her. 
She approaches challenges with 
enthusiasm and creativity, setting 
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St. Nektarios  •  Charlotte, NC

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Christopher 

Daughter: 
Audrey Varvara 

Son: 
Jesse Elias

Parents: 
Elliott and Linda Baker

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Gratitude for His long-suffering 
kindness towards His prodigal 
sons and daughters and His 
provision of a beautiful, familial 
place for our penitential return 
to Him. 

Kathryn has run our parish 
bookstore for years. It has 
become a port of entry to the 
Church for many inquirers and 
eventual converts, a safe haven 
for them to come and gradually 
learn about our faith, but also 
to find some initial fellowship as 
they get to know the broader 
community. Kathryn is also 
present at just about every 
service we offer, and brings her 
children as often as she can. Her 
whole family attends faithfully 
and regularly, and inadvertently 
have become witnesses to 
other families of their age and 
station. Kathryn’s quiet but 
constant presence as parishioner, 
a ministry leader, a wife, and 
mother, has become its own 
“sermon” to our people.

Rev. Fr. Andreas Houpos

FAMILY 
Matthew and Betsy Thompson

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I am blessed to be able to offer 
my gifts to my church and to 
serve others and do good. 
 

THEODORA J.
SEXSTONE

Theodora is a fixture of our 
parish. Most recently, she has 
been working tirelessly, around 
the clock, in a leadership role for 
our community’s current capital 
campaign. Her youthful energy 
seems indefatigable, and she is 
always present with a smile and 
cheerful bearing. In addition to 
her current dedicated efforts on 
behalf of the capital campaign, 
she is also actively engaged 
in our parish’s endowment 
committee, which provides 
for and selects scholarship 
recipients on an annual and 
ongoing basis. She is a faithful 
and regular worshiper in our 
holy temple. Without Theodora 
performing her crucial role in our 
local body of Christ, our parish 
would not be what it is today.

Rev. Fr. Andreas Houpos

2021
KATHRYN
BAKER
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St. Barbara  •  Durham, NC

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Preston E. Wilson  

Son: 
Theodore H. Wilson  

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The joy of teaching our children 
the rich heritage of the Orthodox 
faith.

CATHERINE L. 
WILSON 

Words cannot do justice to 
describe the many God given 
gifts that Catherine Wilson has 
brought to Saint Barbara. She is 
a great mom and her sense of 
caring has made her oversee our 
many youth programs. She has 
put her Masters in Theological 
Studies with a focus in patristics 
to organize the religious 
education for our youth and 
adults. Her sense of ethics and 
justice comes from her Orthodox 
Faith and her experience in 
litigation as a practicing attorney. 
Her spirit of counsel is a gift 
which God bestowed on her, and 
her presence has enriched our 
community of Saint Barbara.

Rev. Fr. Stavroforos Mamaies

FAMILY
Parents: 
Jennifer and William J. Sullivan III 

Siblings: 
Julia Aisling, Sean Padraig, David 
Cameron and Brigid Rose 

Grandparents: 
Christine J. and Gary W. Farr, 
David E. Papp, Ann M. Sullivan 

God Mother: 
Elizabeth A. Carender 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Being in the presence of Christ, 
and the angels, while serving in 
the Holy Altar, has always been 
the greatest privilege and honor.

WILLIAM JOHN 
SULLIVAN IV

I can say that Billy is a doer. He 
has served in the altar of Saint 
Barbara since he was 14 years 
of age. He is presently going 
off to college but still plans to 
serve our community on the 
weekends that he is home. He 
has helped our Parish Council 
by working the various food 
festivals, offering his labor and 
management skills in organizing 
others to successfully offer 
their assistance. He is such a 
dedicated person that we count 
on him for so many things, and 
he never refuses to pull up his 
sleeves and work to honor Our 
Lord and Saint Barbara.

Rev. Fr. Stavroforos Mamaies
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St. Barbara  •  Durham, NC

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Crist 

Children: 
Jonathan, Stephan and Gabriel 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Having seen the Light of the true 
faith I yearn for others to find the 
beauty I have found in being an 
Orthodox Christian. 
 

Maria is exemplary in her 
service to the church. She is a 
member of the Saint Barbara 
Philoptochos, and the Saint 
Barbara Choir. Her service to 
the church goes from assisting 
in fundraisers, to teaching how 
to prepare and bake prosforo. 
Maria has done an outstanding 
job as our parish council 
treasurer. When Maria sent our 
allocation form, Mr. Missios wrote 
in response, “we’ve reviewed 
your allocation form and it is 
all fine. Thank you for the very 
organized documents.” Maria 
was also integral in helping us to 
procure our PPP grants. Maria is 
very conscientious and prayerful 
person that works to serve God 
and in so doing offers her best 
for the church.

Rev. Fr. Stavroforos Mamaies

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Lori S. Przybyl 

Children: 
Brittany & Michael

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
When I contemplate this passage 
from the Desert Fathers: 
“Abba Lot went to Abba Joseph 
and said to him, “Abba, as far as 
I can I say my little office, I fast a 
little, I pray and meditate, I live in 
peace and as far as I can, I purify 
my thoughts. What else can I 
do?” Then the old man stood up 
and stretched his hands towards 
heaven. His fingers became like 
ten lamps of fire and he said to 
him, “If you will, you can become 
all flame.” It makes me realize 
how blessed I am by God and 
how little I do in return and how 
much more there remains for 
me to do for God and His Holy 
Church. 

DANIEL D.
PRZYBYL

Daniel works tirelessly for 
our church. He is always 
available and not afraid to 
take on any task. He is always 
approachable and willing to 
listen to suggestions with 
kind and pleasant demeanor. 
He, therefore, embodies the 
characteristics of the recipients 
of this honor and possesses the 
proper credentials. 

Rev. Fr. Stavroforos Mamaies

2021
MARIA V.

FRANGAKIS
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Sts. Constantine and Helen  •  Fayetteville, NC

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Over the past few years, I have 
felt there has been a disconnect 
with the church, apathy with 
involvement, and our fellowship 
hall was in desperate need of 
repairs. In 2019, I came forward 
to organize a committee to 
renovate our hall in hopes of 
unifying our community as we 
beautify our hall. My father was 
a founder of our church and 
was my inspiration in making 
this happen. We are close to 
completing a total renovation 
of our hall after raising over 
$400,000.00 in donations.

LINDA PARROUS 
HIGGINS

Linda is an outstanding individual 
who personifies the ideals of true 
dedication to her faith. She is a 
member of our parish council 
and the chairman of our Hall 
renovation project putting in 
countless hours and effort.

Rev. Fr. Alexander Papagikos

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Vincent Higgins  

Daughter: 
Athanasia Higgins  

Sisters: 
Kiki Manis and Connie 
Kotsopoulos  

Brother: 
Nicky Parrous  

Parents: 
Pete and Ethel Parrous (Both 
Deceased) 

 

TONY 
KOTSOPOULOS

Tony is a constant source of 
support to our community 
whenever called upon. He is the 
chairman of our community’s 
oldest fundraiser and assists in 
any way he is called upon. He is 
always there when his Church 
needs him.

Rev. Fr. Alexander Papagikos

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Constance 

Daughter and Son-in-Law: 
Lia and Nate Ernst 

Grandchildren: 
Eva and James Ernst

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Love to attend Church.  
Rejuvenates my spirit.  I have 
been blessed to have been able 
to serve our Church and parish in 
our two major fundraising events 
for the past 30 years.
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Sts. Constantine and Helen  •  Fayetteville, NC

Spero is a tireless individual 
especially when it comes to our 
church. He is a wonderful family 
man, a parish council member 
for many years and never refuses 
an opportunity to serve the Lord.

Rev. Fr. Alexander Papagikos

FAMILY 
Helen Poulos, Emily Roxanne 
Chris and Ellie

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The most important thing Christ 
asks of us is to love and help 
our fellow man. I find great 
satisfaction in volunteering at a 
church I was raise in. 

MARIA
PAPADEROS-
KALOGERINIS

Maria assists our church in 
a variety of ways. She is a 
tremendous asset to our youth, 
our dancers, our Goya and 
Philoptochos. She possesses 
tireless energy in service to our 
church.

Rev. Fr. Alexander Papagikos

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Peter Kalogerinis 

Children: 
Nia and Leina

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My heart and soul are satisfied 
when serving the Lord’s church in 
any capacity I can. 

 

2021
SPEREDON CHRIS

POULOS
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Dormition of the Theotokos  •  Greensboro, NC

PHILIP S. 
VAVALIDES

Mr. Vavalides is a 25-year 
devoted member of our beloved 
community of Dormition of the 
Theotokos. He has served our 
community in many ministries; 
among those, he leads presently 
our music ministry, has co-
chaired our festival for many 
years, is a member of the Parish 
Council, and he is also presently 
serves as the President of the 
Parish Council. Above all, he is 
recognized for his humility.

Rev. Fr. Sarantis Loulakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Teresa Davidson 

Daughter: 
Elizabeth A. Vavalides 

Son: 
Alexander P. Vavalides 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The zeal to serve the Lord in any 
way that He desires keeps the 
fire of the Lord burning within my 
soul.

CHRIS HARRY 
SAKELLARIS 

His service to the church and 
its parishioners has been 
inspiring. It is evident that he 
holds the church and his fellow 
parishioners in high regard 
and gives 100% of himself in 
everything he does.
He holds the longest tenure as an 
“altar server” of the community.

Rev. Fr. Sarantis Loulakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Ardele Joan 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My parents and grandparents 
with little or no education knew 
our Orthodox faith and instilled 
it in me from an early childhood. 
I have strived all my life to be 
faithful to my religion. My only 
desire, with God’s help, is that I 
serve Him and others loyally.
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Dormition of the Theotokos  •  Greensboro, NC

Michelle, served our community 
with much love and devotion 
and fearless as a leader chanter, 
treasurer of the PC, PC Member 
during the pandemic period. God 
bless her for her commitment

Rev. Fr. Sarantis Loulakis

FAMILY 
Ron & Sondra Freeman

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God and His Holy Church offers 
perfect peace love truth justice 
beauty just to name a few, which 
keeps life calm in such a chaotic 
daily struggle. 

 

CHRISTOS
THALASSENOS

Mr. Christos Thalassenos from 
the beginning of the pandemic 
single handled the tasks of 
the Parish Council for Sunday 
worship. Furthermore, along with 
his wife Ashley were the “people 
to go to” for all outdoor youth 
events and ensured their success.  
We are exceedingly grateful for 
their devotion and commitment 
in serving our community these 
unprecedented times when the 
laborers were few and scarce. 
God bless him and his family.  

Rev. Fr. Sarantis Loulakis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Catherine 

Children: 
Christopher, Angelo, Gregory, 
Kaitlyn and Michael

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I have always tried my hardest to 
lead by the word. It fills my soul 
to share the word and actions of 
our Lord and Savior. 

 

2021
MICHELLE
FREEMAN
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Holy Cross/Holy Apostles Orthodox Mission  •  Greenville, NC

pray at community events, both 
in person and via ‘zoom’.

V. Rev. Fr. Paul R. Solberg

FAMILY
Parents: 
Melissa and Keith Spain 

Sister: 
Courtney Spain 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God is the source of all love, 
compassion and mercy. To love 
God and to be a Orthodox 
Christian means to carry your 
cross as Christ did, to save 
yourself and others.

HOLDEN 
SPAIN

Since being assigned as the 
Mission Priest last fall, I have 
been amazed at how much 
Holden has blessed our parish 
community. He: (1) created 
a Parish Facebook page and 
posts daily spiritually edifying 
messages, (2) created a Parish 
Website which he updates 
regularly in his capacity as 
the webmaster, (3) purchased 
Orthodox books including the 
OSB and gives these resources 
to inquirers, (4) volunteered 
to pick-up anyone who needs 
transportation to attend worship 
services and events, (5) reaches 
out to visitors, in person, text, 
emails and telephone calls, (6) 
serves in the altar, (7) applied 
to attend Holy Cross in January, 
2021, (8) set-up the live-stream 
capability for the parish and 
streams all services to both 
Facebook and the parish 
website, (9) promoted and 
coordinated outreach events, 
(10) regularly participates in 
‘zoom’ Christian educational 
events, and (11) has invited me to 
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Holy Cross/Holy Apostles Orthodox Mission  •  Greenville, NC
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St. George  •  High Point, NC

MARIA 
HATZUDIS

Maria is a true Christian “dressed 
with good deeds, appropriate for 
women who profess to worship 
God.” 1 Timothy 2: 9-10

Rev. Fr. Anton Frunza

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Alexandros 

Daughters: 
Kiki and Dimitra 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Faith in God and love for 
everyone and everything.

ELENI 
SIMOS

Modesty and goodness, kindness 
and faith are part of Eleni’s way 
of life.

Rev, Fr. Anton Frunza

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Nick Simos 

Son and Daughter-in-Law: 
Steven and Katie Simos 

Son: 
Stavros Simos 

Daughter: 
Anna Simos 

Grandchild: 
Theo Nicholas

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My deep faith and constant 
prayers are heard by our loving 
God, Panaghia and all the Saints.  
This strengthens my faith and 
gives me courage to face each 
day.

2020



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS NORTH EAST CONFERENCE153

St. George  •  High Point, NC

Always ready to work for his 
church and eager to learn about 
the Orthodox faith, bringing 
forth “the fruit of the Spirit which 
is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control.” 
Galatians 5:22-23

Rev. Fr. Anton Frunza

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Neke Vakakis Baker

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I love my church. I was raised in 
church to serve.

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Having grown up in the church 
our faith is instilled in us. It is 
not something that we seek or 
go searching for. We live it daily. 
Through our words, actions 
and deeds we live each day to 
the best of our ability. We live 
and walk our faith because we 
know one day the kingdom of 
heaven will be ours. We can only 
have that blessing if we follow 
that path Christ put before 
us which means doing good 
deeds, attending services, being 
kind to others, speaking kindly, 
respecting ourselves and others. 
Praying daily and thanking God 
daily for everything he has put 
before us. Finding the light even 
in the shadows of our lives. 

ESTHER 
MELLONAS

ASPROGIANNIS

“Strength and dignity are her 
clothing, And she smiles at the 
future.”
Proverbs 31:25

Rev. Fr. Anton Frunza

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Nikolaos A. Asprogiannis  

Son and Daughter-in-law: 
Anthony Nicholas Asprogiannis & 
Maria Koutsoukalis Asprogiannis 

Grandchildren: 
Eleni Maria Asprogiannis

Daughters: 
Katrina Patricia Asprogiannis , 
Anna Maria Asprogiannis

2021
JEFFREY K.

BAKER
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St. George  •  Knoxville, TN

JOHN S. 
CORUM

Never one to shrink under 
pressure or to shy from 
challenge, John is a veteran 
in serving the Church and in 
offering exceptional leadership, 
undoubtedly drawing 
his strength from active 
participation in the sacramental 
life of our Church.

Rev. Fr. Anthony Stratis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Betsy Corum 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I have a passion of love for God 
through St. George because it is 
like an extension of family for me.

 FAMILY
Parents: 
John and Helen Captin 

Sibling: 
Christina Captain

Grandparents: 
Gus and Ros Captain 

Aunt and Uncle: 
Dimitra and Kevin Clark

Cousins: 
Sophia and Eleni Clark

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Mostly from the guidance of my 
family and the value they have 
for our faith. HE is my rock and 
has carried me throughout life, 
therefore I try to be a better 
Christian.

COSTA 
CAPTAIN

Costa consistently exemplifies 
unshakable Faith in his 
demeanor, regular presence at 
services, and eager willingness in 
rendering assistance whenever 
there is an opportunity. 
Furthermore, he continues to 
earn the respect of his peers 
and elders while eschewing 
the limelight and temporal 
accolades, preferring to be 
viewed solely by our Heavenly 
Father.

Rev. Fr. Anthony Stratis
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St. George  •  Knoxville, TN

FAMILY
Father: 
Achilles Karagiozis 

Mother: 
Silviane Karagiozis

Oldest Brother: 
Nicholas Karagiozis

Second Oldest Brother: 
Theodoros Karagiozis

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I see God in every aspect of my 
life. He shines the brightest when 
I am praying in silence, helping 
others, and showing pure love to 
all. I continue to give back to my 
community because that is what 
I am called to do. 
 

Lygia lives her faith with deep 
conviction and humility. Even 
though she is not one to bring 
attention to herself, through her 
innate leadership skills Lygia 
commands the respect and 
cooperation of her peers and 
her elders. She is unafraid of 
taking on new challenges for 
the Church and reaching out to 
others for the glory of God.

Rev. Fr. Anthony Stratis

JOHN J.
PEROULAS

John consistently demonstrates 
his strong and unwavering faith 
with his words, his deeds, and 
his thoughtfulness. Over the 
years John has proven himself 
to be an exemplary leader of our 
community who has dedicated 
an exceptional amount of time 
and effort in honor of St. George.

Rev. Fr. Anthony Stratis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Mary Beth Peroulas 

Daughter: 
Demetria Peroulas

John Peroulas  Knoxville, TN

 

2021
LYGIA MARIA
KARAGIOZIS
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St. Luke  •  Mooresville, NC

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Jon 

Sons: 
William and Alex McGinnis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Far from being a “Michael”, I 
realize we must try to be a part 
of the ‘burning bush’, glowing 
for all to see and to run toward! 
In our beautiful, growing, diverse 
St. Luke community, and with 
the guidance and love of Father 
Robert, we are all like the wick 
of the oil lamp, straight and 
reaching up to receive the Light.

“Make love your aim” I 
Corinthians 14:1

CHRISTINA 
MCGINNIS 

Chris is the proverbial ray of 
sunshine in our parish. Always 
ready to help with a cheerful 
smile, she makes all the ministries 
in which she participates a 
refuge of joy and laughter. She 
is one of our “GOYA moms” 
and coordinates many of our 
youth retreats (even offering her 
family’s cabin for a weekend). 
Chris constantly models St. 
Paul’s admonition to “Rejoice in 
all things” (Phil 4:4) exemplifying 
an authentic Orthodox life in her 
trust in God for all things and 
in her unswerving dedication 
to helping others. She and her 
family provide a clear witness 
to the joy that a life of kindness, 
generosity, and gratitude 
nurtures in a faithful Christian 
family.

Rev. Fr. Robert Lawrence

 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Christina 

Sons: 
William and Alex

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I converted to Orthodoxy 6 
years ago and I feel the One, 
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 
Church has given me a more 
defined direction on my path to 
Salvation.

JON 
MCGINNIS

Jon is a quiet pillar of our 
community. He has served on 
our Parish Council for many 
years and exemplifies humble 
servant leadership. Not only 
does Jon manage our grounds 
and facilities (using his skills as 
an electrician and a fireman), 
he is available at a moment’s 
notice to assist in any task 
asked of him. Unbeknownst to 
any in the parish, Jon is the first 
one I call when a parishioner 
needs help. He unquestioningly 
joined me to move a parishioner 
threatened by domestic violence 
to a new apartment and he 
drove for hours to pick up 
some ecclesiastical furniture 
donated from another parish. 
He is unwavering in his support 
of his parish family and a fierce 
advocate for anyone in need.

Rev. Fr. Robert Lawrence
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St. Luke  •  Mooresville, NC

London has served as Acolyte 
captain and attends nearly every 
service, serving confidently at 
Orthros and Vespers as well 
as the Divine Liturgy. He has 
also learned how to set up for 
sacraments (baptisms, weddings, 
and funerals). He is often the 
first layperson at church and the 
last to leave. London brings a 
kindness to GOYA activities and 
sets a wonderful example for the 
younger children in the parish, 
balancing a reverent piety with 
a fun-loving joyful experience of 
life. He continues to grow in faith 
and love and envisions a future 
serving his local parish with 
dedication and commitment.

Rev. Fr. Robert Lawrence

FAMILY
Father: 
James Zogzas

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The fact that I will be safe when 
I die.

 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Elena Solomonides 

Daughters: 
Adrian and Magdalen

Son and Daughter-in-Law: 
Christopher and Claire 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Many years ago in a time of great 
personal need God called me 
back to the church. I got through 
this period with the support of 
God and my church. I have been 
active in our church ever since 
and have been richly blessed. I 
feel a need to give back though 
service to the Lord and assist 
others when they are in need. 
 

DREW
SOLOMONIDES

Drew and his wife, Lee, arrived 
at the parish a few years 
ago and have already had an 
immense impact on our parish 
life. Drew serves as Parish 
Council president and helped 
us navigate the COVID-19 
pandemic, keeping parishioners 
safe (not a single transmission 
of COVID within the parish) 
and the parish administratively 
and financially stable (giving 
has actually increased largely 
due to Drew’s innovation and 
foresight). Drew and his wife are 
also quietly generous and are 
constantly meeting little known 
ministry needs, providing for the 
youth and altar regularly. Above 
all, however, Drew is a faithful 
parishioner who is always asking 
how his faith should inform his 
judgment and decisions. He 
has improved every ministry he 
has been involved with through 
his discernment, kindness, and 
steady focus on Christ Jesus, our 
God.

Rev. Fr. Robert Lawrence
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WESLEY 
“NICHOLAS” STARR 

Wes is a man who serves the 
Lord selflessly, sacrificially 
and anonymously. He loves 
God’s Holy House and is a 
‘go-to’ person. Not only is he 
dependable but very capable.

Rev. Fr. Paul Christy

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Stephanie Starr 

Sons: 
Dakota and Hunter Starr 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God has blessed me; I strive to 
use the talents that God has 
given me to serve my church 
and community while leading by 
example.

ELHAM 
FLAHERTY

Elham makes things beautiful, 
not only with her skilled hands 
but with her good-natured 
personality as well. She goes 
about her work beautifying the 
church with decorations, flowers 
and smiles.

Rev. Fr. Paul Christy

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Stephen Flaherty 

Children: 
Victoria Flaherty Perryman

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My desire is to serve. To lighten a 
burden, to bring joy, beauty and 
love through my talents.
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Harry has been blessed with 
multiple talents and he offers 
them with enthusiasm to the 
service of the Lord through our 
little community. It is his kind of 
industrious and active faith that 
makes me think of what the Lord 
said, “The Kingdom of Heaven 
suffers violence and the violent 
take it by force.”

Rev. Fr. Paul Christy

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Sarah H. Noell 

Children: 
Alex A. Nicholos, Rachael N. 
Zakas, Emily X. Nicholos

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Love. The love that 1) Jesus 
demonstrates for us every day, 
2) that we should demonstrate 
to each other and 3) that the 
Mother Church has for us. 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Teresa 

Children: 
Johnny, Kyra and Irini 

Parents: 
John and Mary Klemes

Sister: 
Lisa Klemes

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
My Church and community is 
comprised of great people. My 
parents taught me to give from 
the heart anonymously for the 
benefit of family and those who 
are part of our community. We 
have a great community. We 
have a wonderful Metropolis. 
 

JIM
KLEMES

During the pandemic, as Parish 
Council President, Mr. Klemes 
has manfully led our community 
through all the safety protocols 
that were involved. He is an icon 
of the Archangel Michael in that 
he has protected our community 
as the Archangel has protected 
Paradise.

Rev. Fr. Paul Christy

2021
HARILAOS 

“HARRY” M.
NICHOLOS



ARCHANGEL MICHAEL HONORS NORTH EAST CONFERENCE160

St. Nicholas  •  Wilmington, NC

and is poised for a great start as 
she enters into her professional 
career.

Rev. Fr. Steven Klund

FAMILY
Parents: 
Basile and Koula Karsikis 

Sister: 
Zaharoula Katsikis 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
God set a few within me when 
he gave me the gift of singing 
and a passion for education.  This 
devotion and love, this fire, this 
freedom to allow the Holy Spirit 
to work in my heart without 
restriction is all fueled by love of 
Christ and my church.

KATERINA 
KATSIKIS

Katerina has grown up in the 
parish and stayed engaged in 
the life of the Church even while 
completing her collegiate studies 
at UNCW. During this time she 
made the transition from youth 
to young adult with incredible 
grace and spiritual maturity. Her 
fervent zeal for the Orthodox 
faith and the Hellenic culture 
positioned her to assume a 
leadership role in the parish at a 
young age. She has served our 
youth faithfully for many years as 
a Sunday School teacher and as 
our Lead Instructor for our award 
winning Hellenic Dance program. 
Katerina’s selfless dedication and 
tireless efforts for the sake of our 
young people has quickly earned 
the respect of all in the parish. 
I cannot imagine what a youth 
ministry would look like here in 
Wilmington that didn’t involve 
her. A product of a tremendously 
pious household (one that 
boasts two past Archangel 
Michael recipients), Katerina is 
next in a proud line of faithful 
men and women in her family, 

 

contributions behind the scenes 
at the parish.

Rev. Fr. Steven Klund

FAMILY
Parents: 
Robert and Naomi Wickersham 
(Both Deceased)

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The Divine Liturgy provides an 
anchor for life and a strength to 
weather every storm.

MATTHEW 
WICKERSHAM

When I think of someone who 
best exemplifies the way in 
which to serve the Lord, I think 
instantly of Matthew. He is a 
fixture in our parish and has been 
for years. He has led our acolyte 
ministry faithfully and never 
misses a service. Beyond this, he 
never seeks recognition for his 
efforts, and devotes hours of his 
time every week to preparing 
the Holy Altar and even cleaning 
the sanctuary after each service. 
His zeal and spiritual fervor are 
always on display through his 
faithful participation in not only 
the Sunday services but also all  
weekday services, sacraments 
and religious education 
events. Recently his love and 
commitment to Saint Nicholas 
was most clearly seen during 
the Coronavirus shutdown, when 
Matthew was one of the few 
essential personnel who served 
at every service despite the 
potential risk to his own health. 
We thank him for his unwavering 
service and celebrate his largely 
under-appreciated yet critical 
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Pauline is our Family Life 
coordinator and leads our 
Shut-in ministry at the parish. 
Additionally, she serves as one 
of the department heads on our 
Greek Festival committee, and 
she makes Church attendance 
the top priority for her and her 
family. During the pandemic 
she single-handedly helped our 
home bound families engaged 
and cared for. There is no one in 
Wilmington who is as “devoted 
to one another in love” as Pauline 
has been in her service to the 
Lord!

Rev. Fr. Steven Klund

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Thomas McHugh  

Daughter: 
Lea Eleni McHugh 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
“You are the Light of the world” 
Spreading the faith with love 
through good works, kindness 
and mercy glorifies Our Lord and 
the church. 

 

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Luke Smith 

Father: 
Constantine Kayafas 

Mother: 
Maria Kayafas 

Sister: 
Sophia Kayafas

Brother: 
Tino Kayafas

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Throughout all of my life in the 
church, I have been surrounded 
by Orthodox Christians who have 
selflessly contributed their time 
and had a zest for helping the 
youth. I strive to serve the church 
innumerable ways because it 
is the same church that has 
benefited my spiritual growth. 

ANGELENA
KAYAFAS SMITH

Angelena has been a fervent 
steward here at Saint Nicholas 
during a most challenging 
time. She is active as a Sunday 
School teacher, a young adult 
ministry leaders, and religious 
education participants. Also, as 
a professional interior designers 
she has greatly helped as a 
leading consultant in our many 
campus renovation projects. 
She and her husband, Luke, 
rarely miss a service (Sundays 
and weekdays!), and are always 
looking for ways to help others.

Rev. Fr. Steven Klund

2021
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RALPH 
SHEPHERD

Although Ralph is a college 
student, he continues to be a 
lead Altar server. This year he has
also been instrumental in 
upgrading the IT areas of our 
church so that all ministries can
work together and we can be 
better seen by those searching 
the internet.

Rev. Fr. George Kouzelis

FAMILY
Parents: 
Sandy and Elena Shepherd 

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
I love that there is always more 
insight to be found leading to 
never ending opportunities to 
grow in my faith.

 

WILL 
MOYE 

Will chants at the church almost 
every Sunday and for many 
weekday services. He also 
attends Bible studies and is 
very humble in all that he does, 
being a shining light of Orthodox 
Christianity.

Rev. Fr. George Kouzelis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Kelly 

Children: 
Parker and Ella

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
The heavenly worship of our 
beautiful Orthodox liturgical 
services!
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Honoree Seraphim “Sammy” 
Gianopoulos is an important 
member of the Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church. He is 
always willing to serve selflessly 
and works hard to promote 
our local church’s wellbeing 
and success. Sam most notably 
supports the church’s Greek 
Festival every year, helping 
prepare the delicious meals that 
give our Annunciation Church 
such a great reputation in our 
extended Winston-Salem area.

Rev. Fr. George Kouzelis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Panayiota 

Daughter: 
Roxanne

Parents: 
Terry & Roxanne Gianopoulos

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
Help building a spiritual culture 
as our parents did for us for our
children and their children and 
future generations to come

ΗΛΊΑΣ
ΒΛΑΧΟΣ

Honoree Ilias Vlachos is an 
esteemed member of the 
Annunciation Greek Orthodox 
Community. He works tirelessly 
in service of the Church always, 
and especially during our Annual 
Greek Festival season. He is 
dedicated to our Greek Orthodox 
Faith and Tradition, while humbly 
using his talents to help in our
community.

Rev. Fr. George Kouzelis

FAMILY
Spouse: 
Heather 

Daughters: 
Mary, Marianna, Lenia, Lilia

QUOTE FROM HONOREE 
As an Orthodox Christian I feel 
an obligation to serve God and 
his church in any way that I can. 
In serving the Church I can feel 
Christ’s presence and it gives me 
great joy.

 

2021
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The Award

The Minting of

 
Honors Medal

The 2020 and 2021 Archangelic The 2020 and 2021 Archangelic 

Acknowledgment and Deep Acknowledgment and Deep 

Appreciation is offered by His Appreciation is offered by His 

Eminence Metropolitan Alexios and the Eminence Metropolitan Alexios and the 

Metropolis Family to Helen A. Carlos Metropolis Family to Helen A. Carlos 

and Ron Hilliard for their generous and Ron Hilliard for their generous 

gift of Minting the Archangel Michael gift of Minting the Archangel Michael 

Honors Medal in memory of Andrew Honors Medal in memory of Andrew 

and Eula Carlosand Eula Carlos..

The Designing of

 
Honors Medal

The Archangel Michael Honors Medal The Archangel Michael Honors Medal 

design is a gift of award-winning design is a gift of award-winning 

graphic designer Archon Notarios graphic designer Archon Notarios 

James Zambounis of Atlanta, Georgia, James Zambounis of Atlanta, Georgia, 

and the flying angel design is a gift of and the flying angel design is a gift of 

world-renowned iconographer George world-renowned iconographer George 

Filippakis of New York.Filippakis of New York.

The Archangel The Archangel 
MichaelMichael

The Archangel The Archangel 
MichaelMichael
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