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September 24, 2021 

  
To the Clergy, Parish Council Presidents & Members, and Philoptochos Presidents & 
Sisters of the Metropolis of Atlanta: 
  
My dearly beloved in the Lord, 
  
I greet you with love and joy in the name of our Lord and Savior Christ! I pray that our 
Ecclesiastical year has commenced in a spirit of peace, love and repentance. 
  
As we welcome a new season, I wish to address several important considerations as our 
communities prepare for Parish Council elections, and for the many ministries and 
activities which will take place during the coming months (especially before the holiday 
of Thanksgiving and the Nativity season). In many of our older, more established 
communities (those approaching, or over a century old) the makeup of Parish Councils, 
and among lay ministries tend to be elder, respected members of the community. I am 
thankful to those individuals who have offered decades of their wisdom and experience 
in the service of their church, but looking to the future, I do not believe this is 
the healthiest way of guiding a community. When such individual departs from this life, 
younger people who may not have been able to serve alongside them will have missed 
this collection of wisdom and experience. For this reason, I urge all our parishes to 
consider balance when conducting your upcoming Parish Council elections & when 
resuming gatherings for ministries. This means that thought should be given to a 
healthy balance between young & old, as well as men & women. 
  
Secondly, the Metropolis is also aware that there are communities whose Parish 
Councils & ministry boards contain more than one person from a given family, whether 
this refers to a husband & a wife, a brother & a sister, or a mother-in-law & her son-in-
law. So that our faithful do not confuse our communities' Parish Councils and ministries 
with exclusive clubs, we must stress that our parish homes are places where all 
are meant to offer service. For this reason, we must be sure to not be exclusionary, but 
to extend the opportunity of service to all who are willing. While family bonds are 
important in creating the Body of Christ, we must do our utmost to ensure that only one 
person from a given family may serve on a Parish Council, or on the boards of 
ministries; in other words, this means that siblings, spouses, parents & their children, as 
well in-laws, cannot serve as Parish Council & ministry board members at the same 
time. Observing this guideline will help to ensure that our Parish Councils & ministries 
operate in a fair and balanced manner, which is free of any potential conflicts of 
interests. 
  
Thirdly, as we prepare for Parish Council elections this fall, there are important 
pandemic-related factors to take into account. Last September, the Chancellor, Very 
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Rev. Fr. George Tsahakis offered the following directive: "Out of pastoral love and 
guidance, His Eminence has made the decision, in concert with the 2020 Clergy-Laity 
Congress, to forego Parish Council nominations and elections for the coming 
year... This, the Metropolis feels, will allow the current leadership, including officers, 
to guide their communities... In this way, irrespective of the remainder of the term 
length, every Parish Council member will serve for an additional year to ensure a 
smooth transitional process. Current officers will serve an additional year..." 
 
Therefore, for this year's election cycle, those parishes who conducted regular 
elections in 2020 will continue in the normal process. Those who did not 
conduct regular elections in 2020 need to keep in mind the following: 
those whose terms were to have ended last year, will be rotated out this 
year; those whose terms were to end this year, will rotate out next year.  
 
Fourthly, we must remember that the Board of Electors appointed by the Parish General 
Assembly (not the current Parish Council President, or the Priest) is responsible for 
ensuring that elections are conducted in the timeframe written in the community’s 
bylaws, and with enough advance notice to ensure the greatest level of participation 
from the community. The prerogative of our Clergy is to utilize their pastoral knowledge 
to confirm with the Board of Electors that the candidates either are, or are not, members 
in good standing, with respect to both the sacramental life and financial stewardship of 
our Church. 
 
Finally, please share with your Parish Boards of Electors that they are able to download 
ALL the forms needed to submit their Parish Council Election results for ratification for 
those to be elected to serve in 2022. Paper copies will not be mailed to parishes. 
Clergy and Boards of Electors may print out the forms from the Metropolis website to 
use in submitting them to my office for review and ratification by my office BEFORE the 
2022 Oath of Office can be administered. Click here to print now so your Parish 
Board of Elections will have easily available. 
  
Thanking you for your understanding and your compliance in these important matters, I 
remain, 
 
Yours with paternal love and blessings in the Lord, 

  
+ALEXIOS  
Metropolitan of Atlanta 
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